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Dr. Jacob Naluparayil

EDITORIAL

This is a right and opportune time (kairos) for the Catholic Church. 
It is indeed a God-given historical moment. One may ask rightly, 

“Time for what? No doubt, “Time for ‘change’. The urgent appeal of  this 
special moment is for ‘change’ (Mk:1:15).

The invitation of  Jesus to the people of  Palestine at the beginning of  
His public life is today repeated to the Universal Catholic Church -- and 
that, through the epoch-making and most unprecedented resignation of  
Pope Benedict XVI. Here is kairos, a unique opportunity, when an open-
ing has appeared which must be driven through with force, if  success is 
to be achieved. It is a God-given moment, for an expedient course of  
action. He has communicated precisely at this juncture of  history a very 
urgent message for the Church in our times; and that is a pressing  appeal 
for ‘change’.

The ‘change’ to which Jesus invites us is a change of  mind and heart 
(Mk1:15); of  concerns and choices, ultimately leading to a change of  
perspective which lies at the heart of  all our preferences (Mk 8:33). The 
specific challenge that Jesus extends to the College of  cardinals, who have 
assembled in Vatican, is none other than this – “it is kairos, the crucial 
time in God’s plan, to be used for ‘change’. Your lifestyle and approaches 
must change for good.”

What would be the direction for such a change? Beyond hesitation, the 
answer has to be found in Jesus. Change is conversion unto the ways of  
Jesus --the Jesus of  the Gospels, who moved among the people from 
dawn to dusk, listening to them and responding to their needs in the most 
creative of  ways. This Jesus is our model for change.

The Leadership of  the Church including the Pope, Cardinals, Bishops 
and priests must necessarily get back to the people across the world,   
people around them – the most ordinary and humdrum  people. Not 

enough; these simple people, their ‘hopes and joys’, pains and prob-
lems, anxieties and agonies, crises and concerns must find an 

entry into the Vatican as well. Among them are women, Young 
people, and the dreams they carry in their hearts.

Our united and concerned effort at this     
moment has to be geared towards the 

building up of  a ‘new Church’. We 
need a leadership that catalyses such a 

‘change’.
That is how we should be using 

this opportune time – kairos –  to 
bring about a ‘New Church,’  the 
Church of  Jesus.

Kairos for Change



4 smart Companion India  March 2013

Contributing Editors
Allwyn Fernandes (Crisis Communications, Mumbai),  

Chris Valentino SDB (Research, Rome), Jacob Parappally 
MSFS (Dogmatic Theology, Bengaluru), Varghese 

Paul SJ (Editor-Publisher, Ahmedabad), Joby Kavunkal  
RCG (Missiology, Rome), Shaji Kochuth CMI (Moral 

Theology, Bengaluru),  Fr. Subhash Anand 
(Indian Philosophy and Religions, Udaipur), 

Fr. Santhosh Sebastian (Missions, Gorakhpur),
Virginia Saldanha (Women’s Issues, Mumbai), 

 K. C. Philip SJ (Editor-Publisher, Bihar)
Francis Gonsalves SJ (Contextual Theologies, Delhi)

Articles published in this magazine are copyrighted. Illegal copying 
and reproduction by any means is punishable under the copyright 
laws. Articles published will be made available to the readers for per-
sonal use on written request. Disclaimer: Smart COMPANION is ded-
icated to providing useful and well researched pieces of  information. 
However readers are advised to consult prior to acting on it. The views 
expressed by writers are their own and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the editor or publisher of the magazine. Smart COMPANION 
does not accept any liability for errors or redundancies of any nature 
whatsoever. All disputes are subject to the Cochin jurisdiction only. 

Editorial Office
SMART COMPANION  INDIA

Kalpaka Bungalow, Perumanoor P.O.,
Thevara, Kochi - 682 015,Kerala, INDIA. 

companionindia@yahoo.com,
 website :www.smartcompanion.in

Contact : 0484 - 2664733, 09447679783

Sipson Chellanam

Nias Marikar

Sathish Krishna

Thomas Kuzhiyadichira

Design

Photo

Illustrations

Circulation

Chief Editor
Consulting Editor

Executive Editor
Online Editor

Sub Editors

Dr. Jacob Naluparayil MCBS 

Dr.  John Dayal
Sr. Leela Jose SCCG
Thomas K.J. 
Sr. Virginia BS
Sr. Esperanza RMJ 

Vol.4  No.3                                  March 2013  

COMPANIONSM
A
R
T

INDIA

National Fortnightly for Christian Leadership

       
Regional Correspondents

Sr. Mariola Sequeira MSA (Rajasthan), Fr. Santosh Digal 
(Orissa), Shane Alliew (W. Bengal), Fr. Leon Rethinam 
SDB (Maharastra), Fr. Feroz Fernandez (Goa), Fr. Adolf 
Washington (Karnataka), Vijay Macwan (Baroda), Fr. 
Sudeep Paul MSFS (Bengaluru), Fr. Paul Maippan SDB 

(Kohima), Dr.A. Magimai Pragasam (Chennai)

Cardinal Telesphore Toppo, 
Cardinal Oswald Gracias, 

Catholicos Baselios Mar Cleemis, 
Major Archbishop Mar George Alencherry, 

Fr.Francis Kodiyan MCBS

Patrons

  Rev. Bp. Henry D’Souza   
(Bellary) 

Rev. Bp. Steven Rotluanga  
(Aizawl) 

Rev.Bp. Felix Toppo  
(Jamshedpur) 

Sr. Santan Nago FS
(Superior General, Fatima Sisters, Pune) 

Fr. George Plathottam SDB
(CBCI Media Commission) 

Jose Kavi 
(UCAN, Delhi) 

Advisory Board

Co-founder
Dr. Jacob Srampickal, SJ (1950-2012)



smart Companion India  March 2013 5

CONTENTS
interviews 
15I Hans Kung
Church needs a Papal Cabinet 

30I M.K.Geroge SJ 
Social Action of the Church

leader moulds
08l Quo Vadis? 
The orientations to be taken by the  
Church to be effective today

16I Influence and            
       Authority   
On leadership styles 

20l BBC Bishops for 
        India 
India needs bishops with brains, 
backbone and courage to be close to 
the people 

32l Foot Prints 
Those who left us a legacy of faith

34I Burning the Baskets 
        of Shame   
On empowering scavengers to redeem 
themselves from their shame and 
sorrow 

36I Canon Counsel    
Who can be elected Pope? 

news & views
12l Papabili  
Men who are most watched in pre-
conclave days

18l Top Ten
Top Christian news across the globe

31l Top Five
Important Christian news across 
the Country

regulars 
03l Editorial
06l Readers’ Voices
42l Final Cut
The Christian community is the 
least benefited by central and state 
schemes

media
38l Film:  
         ‘Habemus Papam’
39l Book Review

faith matters
22l Petrine Ministry
 A unifying and strengthening 
 Ministry in the Church

26l Call to Conversion
Lent invites us to an interior journey
to prioritize our choices

40l Logos
From Death to Life 



6 smart Companion India  March 2013

We invite our read-
ers to send us 

your thoughts, opinions 
and comments on the 
articles carried in this 
issue. This column 
is meant to encour-
age a lively exchange 
of ideas between the 
readers and the edito-
rial team. Your con-
tributions can further 
complement and clarify 
what is covered within 
the space limit. Do 
continue to get back to 
us with your ‘voices’.

Editor

Do not canonize your 
canons

The writing of  Subhash Anand 
on Abraham’s faith journey made 
not only solid reading but also 
challenged me and my faith life. 
Every day almost we remember 
this great father Abraham but to 
be told again about his great faith 
opened my eyes.  I was particu-
larly touched by the sentence - 
“A person of  deep faith is not 
dogmatic about his dogmas, nor 
does he canonize his canons.” 
How essential this attitude  is for 
a person living in a multicultuaral 
and pluralistic society as ours. 
We often fail to recognize the 
‘Melchizedeks’ among us. I think 
the call of  the Catholic Church 
in India is to become an expres-
sion God’s openness and love for 
all human beings. When we do 
that, we will not be fanatic about 
anything. God is not tied down to 
any of  our religious practices and 
we need to discover him in his 
Word. Peace and righteousness 
are the fruits of  true religion. 

Abode of  God
The areas of  faith, heavens 

etc. are very strange for ordinary 
people like me. None of  us have 
seen what heaven is like. After 
every funeral I attend and after 
praying for eternal bliss for the 
departed I often ask myself  
“What eternal life is all about! 
What happens after death? 
Where is God’s dwelling. Is it 
somewhere up? I end up with no 
answers except that assurance 
Jesus has given “In my Father’s 
house there are many mansions” 
I really need the faith of  Abra-
ham to believe in the promises 
of  Jesus. Fr. Subhash Anand 
tells, “Faith does not mean sit-
ting idle, but doing all we can 
to bring about a fulfillment of  
God’s promises: to make our 
earth the abode of  God.” This 
sounded more realistic to me. 
Our hell and heaven are our own 
choices. We have to consciously 
work to make God’s heaven a 
reality. Here is Fr.Subash ascer-
taining this fact that we are called 
to make our earth an abode of  
God, a place where love rules. 
That of  course is a great task for 
every Christian. I felt a lot en-
couraged by this message. Thank 
you Fr. Subhash. 

Sr. Ermana Claude
Assam
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Hope Companion will continue 
to carry more such eye openers 
in future. 

Bro. Sharon James
Mumbai
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Every child deserves a 
family

I was touched by the services 
of  ‘DARE’ at Varanasi. It once 
again made me think about the 
pathetic situation of  children in 
India. The burdens created by 
the selfishness of  elders are most 
borne by children.  After all they 
are so innocent and they deserve 
the love and care of  family and 
society. India gloats about becom-
ing a super power soon. I think 
we have to determine what would 
make us a super power. When 
our women and children are left 
on the road helpless and dying, 
can we say we are developing, 
we are advanced? I also feel we 
need to educate our society to 
become more responsible, that 
parents learn responsible parent-
hood, that children are given their 
much deserved care in their own 
families.

Don Sebastian 
Goa 

What is going wrong? 
I am a young Jesus Youth. I 

often ask myself  the question 
Allwyn Fernandes asks, “Why 
this lack of  humanity in our 
country, this lack of  concern for 
fellow human beings? 

Every day media bring us 
stories of  growing restlessness, 
cruelty and lack of  fellow feeling. 
People die on the road without 
getting help, more and more 
persons do what they like and not 

what they should like. I live in 
Kerala, where there is no dearth 
of  prayer meetings, conventions 
and celebrations of  faith. But I 
do not see a comparatively equal 
energy in doing a good turn to 
the other, in helping the needy, 
in living upright lives, in being 
sincere in one’s dealings. The 
fear complex is creating a lot of  
anxiety and mistrust. Somewhere 
something is rotting. Can Com-
panion tell me and youth like me 
where we are going wrong? 

Rony Philip
Pathanamthitta

Insightful
I simply liked the insight car-

ried in the “Interview with God’ 
(p.26, Feb 2013) and its applica-
tions. It set me laughing and 
thinking at the same time. How 
true of  life I thought. However, 
although I am most sure about 
the end of  life, I hardly remem-
ber that when I rush through 
life. “That they get bored with 
childhood – they rush to grow 
up and then long to be children 
again.” How true of  this about 
the children today. Ofcourse, 
they know much more than they 
should in many areas but much 
too little about what they should 
have known.  

Values like compassion, fellow 
feeling, gentleness, discipline, 
hard work etc. are waning out 
slowly as we rush through life 
to succeed, to win, to grasp and 
to be on the top. Thanks for 
reminding about the things that 
really matter in life. 

Sr. Maria Martins
Chennai

End exploitation 
The life struggles of  our broth-

ers and sisters who make a living 
by fishing really pained me. I too 
day after day enjoy the fruit of  
their labour when I sit at table. I 
hardly remember then the risks 
taken by these people to provide 
food and facilitate the economy 
of  the country. This once 
thought simple work has become 
so complex today with the entry 
of  multinational players. Our 
seas are no safer as before. The 
Government is spending about 
three fourth of  its income to give 
pension to its employees in the 
excuse that they are serving the 
people. What about the service 
fo these people. In fact, they 
do much more service than the 
‘servants’ of  the Government. 
I think there should be a move 
to give pension to fish workers 
as well. That would bring some 
security to their life. They should 
not be left at the mercy of  men 
and sea.   

Rony D’Silva
           Ahmedabad
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“It is more than just “high 
time.” For those seek-

ing renewal in the Church, it is 
kairos, a turning point that must 
be seized if  anything is to hap-
pen. We need the incisive reflec-
tions from the local churches to 
contribute and enhance the par-
ticipation of  all, in searching for 
creative ways of  being Church 
in the 21st century,” says Sophia 
Lizares Bodegon, a member of  
the Ecumenical Association of  
Third World Theologians, cur-
rently working in Philippines. 

 There’s no way to ignore 

the church’s desperate needs. 
There is a catastrophic short-
age of  priests in Europe and in 
Latin America and Africa. Huge 
numbers of  people have left the 
church or gone into “internal 
emigration,” especially in the 
industrialized countries. There 
has been an unmistakable loss of  
respect for bishops and priests, 
alienation, particularly on the part 

of  younger women, and a failure 
to integrate young people into 
the church.

 A recent poll in Germany 
shows 85 percent of  Catholics 
are in favour of  letting priests 
marry, 79 percent favoured      
letting divorced persons remarry 
in Church and 75 percent is in 
favour of  ordaining women. 
Similar figures would most likely 

QUO VADIS?

By the time this goes into print, we already may have 
a new Pope. What should be the kind of Church that  
should evolve under the new leadership and with the 

participation of all the people of God?   



smart Companion India  March 2013 9

turn up in many other countries 
as well. The Church needs to 
acknowledge how deep its crisis 
goes and then discover paths that 
lead out of  them. 
Change We Must  

What we need is not merely 
a new pope, but a new church. 
It is not enough for the Church 
to continue in the same old rot. 
A new agenda for renewal and 
revitalization -- that is what 
everyone is looking forward to. 
The Church must “go back to 
its roots” and walk forward in 
the spirit of  Vatican II towards 

a Vatican III. The reason, the 
world and its people are moving 
forward. New problems, con-
temporary challenges are to be 
looked upon through the eyes of  
Jesus to arrive at Christ-centered 
answers. To do this the first req-
uisite is sensitivity.  
Pastoral Sensitivity

People and their problems vary 
from place to place. There is no 
single magic remedy for all prob-
lems. In order to discover the 
healthy and practical solutions to 
problems specific to each culture 
and people, we need to become 
a listening Church, like Jesus the 
Good Shepherd who ‘knows His 
own’. This is where the role of  
the local bishops looms large. 

National and regional Bishops’ 
Conferences must have the vision 
as well as the freedom to look 
at specific needs of  their people 
and respond to them with Jesus. 
For this Church leaders must 
be in the midst of  the people, 
put the feet into their shoes and 
experience life from their angle. 
No alienated leader can suggest 
workable antidotes to practical 
issues. A Roman or European 
prescription may not heal a Latin 
American/Asian/African mal-
aise. It is the same with cultural 
strengths and expressions of  
faith.  
Collegiality    

A pastorally sensitive Church 
has to be a collegial Church. This 
is also the legacy we received 
from the early Church. Indian 
theologian Subhash Anand’s 
comment falls in line: “Pope can 
create a permanent Synod of  
Bishops, who is chosen by the 
different Bishops’ Conferences. 
The Synod will also include ex of-
ficio, all the Patriarchs in commu-
nion with Rome. These -- not the 
Vatican bureaucrats -- will advise 
him on matters that concern the 
whole Church. He may not go 
against the opinion of  the major-

ity. He will also motivate all the 
bishops to have a similar perma-
nent synod in their dioceses, con-
stituted by presbyters, religious 
and laity, each group choosing its 
representatives.”  

   Sick or healthy, old or young, 
one man in Vatican, can no lon-
ger carry on the heavy responsi-
bility of  1.2 billion Catholics and 
respond to the growing demands 
of  a post modern world single 
handedly. That is why the Pope 
needs a permanent Council rep-
resentative of  the different parts 
of  the Catholic world, who can 
loyally and collegially act for the 
welfare of  the Church. 
Decentralization

Collegial functioning necessar-
ily presupposes sharing of  power 
as well as responsibilities. De-
centralizing is a trend in demo-
cratic societies unlike in monar-
chies where the power centre is 
focused on single individuals. 

We need the incisive reflec-
tions from the local churches to 
contribute and enhance the par-
ticipation of  all, in searching for 
creative ways of  being Church in 
the 21st century. 

The call for decentralization 
and participation resonates with 
a movement of  150 Catholic 
scholars across the globe, who 
stress that the role of  the papacy 
needs to be clearly redefined “in 
line with Christ’s intentions.” In a 
declaration issued on the occa-
sion of  the 50th anniversary of  
Vatican II, they said that while 
the pope is “supreme pastor, 
unifier and prime witness to 
faith,” this authority must “never 
obscure, diminish or suppress the 
authentic authority directly given 
by Christ to all members of  the 
people of  God.”
Women’s Participation

The mention of  the people of  
God immediately draws our at-
tention to the women who in ef-
fect form more than half. Rapid 
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changes have taken place in the 
last 100 years. In all spheres of  
social life we see women prov-
ing their mettle, giving their very 
best to social building. But in the 
Church, despite assertions and 
promises, women are practically 
kept out of  the scene except to 
fill the churches, to clean and 
decorate, to carry out the orders 
of  priests. The religious sisters 
are in fact the face of  the Church 
among the ordinary people, giv-
ing their services at the grassroots 
level. But they neither get the 
recognition they deserve nor any 
role in the decision making bod-
ies of  the Church. 

Lilith Usog, a woman theolo-
gian in Philippines says “it is high 
time women’s full participation 
and leadership in the Church 
be recognized. By full participa-
tion, I mean the recognition of  
women’s gifts as ministers, in 
education, pastoral work and 
rituals.” Even the US nuns, whom 
people publicly approve for their 
solidarity with the poor, are seen 
as enemies and rebels by the 
Church. It has to do with male 
fear. Church 
is an in-
tensely male 
dominated 
structure. 
Women are 
seen as a 
problem for 
traditional 
religion. 
But they 
will be the 
salvation for 
traditional 
religion. Women must be brought 
to the ecclesial mainstream. Or 
else, the Church risks greater loss 
than women.   
Church of  the Youth

Another equally important 
call is to become a Church of  
the youth. In every field youth 

are the protagonists of  change 
and they are best equipped with 

the contem-
porary tools 
for change. 
Jesus Himself  
was a young 
visionary. 
As of  today, 
the youth are 
alienated from 
the Church. 
Youth do 
not feel at 
home with 
the language, 

the worship, the prayers, the style 
of  communication and the mode 
of  practicing authority in the 
Church. They do not find vistas 
where they can fit in, contribut-
ing their best. Creativity is their 
watch word but the Church 
seems very static to them. 

Time is already out to take 
the major force of  society – the 
youth—within the pastoral fold 
of  the Church. Church must take 
them into confidence, and walk 
with them as they discover and 
commit themselves to Jesus, the 
great Prophet and Master. Their 
altruism, energy, joy and courage 
to do and die can teach a lesson 
or two to the Church as well.  
Universal Priestly Celibacy 

Faced with the crisis that grips 
the Church in the area of  priestly 
celibacy, abuse of  power and 
to the detriment of  Church’s 
credibility, one cannot but ask 
a question or two regarding 
Universal celibacy, it has led to 
rigidity, too high opinion of  self, 
, abuse of  power, and abuse of  
vulnerable children and youth. 
Social opinion is highly swinging 
towards letting priests marry. The 
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early Church had married priests. 
This is an area the Church should 
at least keep open for further 
reflection based on the scriptures 
and the tradition of  the Church.  
Theological Openness

Openness to change has 
to start with our theological 
thought. The changing demo-
graphic within Catholicism 
around the world, is an invitation 
to be open to the Spirit and truly 
discern new thoughts, new ways 
of  understanding Jesus’ teaching 
in response to the people and 
their culture, problems and chal-

lenges. There should be theo-
logical pluralism. Each culture 
will have its own theology with 
specific symbols, expressions, 
meanings and idioms as well as 
problems and challenges specific 
to them. A Eurocentric theology 
may not fit in a multi-religious 
context of  Asia. 

It is not productive for the 
Church to keep censoring and 
condemning theologies, just be-
cause they are different. We live 
in an age of  free talk and respect 
for the other. The need of  the 
hour is openness to get in dia-
logue with different perceptions 
of  the basic revelation and adapt 
as did the Church in the first cen-
turies, with Greek culture. The 
Church must promote Regional 
theologies and local initiatives to 
understand God’s Word in their 
idiom. There are many questions 
on which even Catholic scholars 
are divided: ordination of  wom-
en, sexual ethics, etc. The pope 
will do the needful to deepen the 
study of  these questions, take 
the findings to the permanent 
Synod of  Bishops, and if  need be 
consult all the bishops and come 
to a decision.  
Reform Curia 

The talk about change takes us 
immediately to the Curia, which 
is the target of  much criticism 
and attention in these days of  
spinning crisis for the Vatican. 
Cardinals like Cormac Murphy-
O’Connor, the former Arch-
bishop of  Westminster, O’Malley 
of  Boston and many more are 
explicit in their opinion that the 
new Pope must be capable of  
bringing about a reform and 
renewal of  the Curia. The Pope’s 
own house has got to be put 
in order. ‘Vatileaks’ has already 
painted it in bad light. The 
system failure resulting in inef-
ficiency, corruption and lack of  
transparency must be addressed.  

The basic concept to be        

instilled is the fact that the Curia 
is at the service of  the Pope and 
the bishops and not to load it 
over them. In a decentralized 
practice of  authority this mind 
set is a must for proper function-
ing. Accountability then becomes 
a watch word in all spheres of  
ecclesial life and practice. Ulti-
mately the Curia must change 
from being a power centre to a 
service centre. So, the reform 
of  the Roman Curia is not just 
in terms of  structures, but in 
terms of  ethos. It needs to be 
less about governing the univer-
sal church than about serving it. 
Subsidiary is not just an impor-
tant principle for the relationship 
between secular structures; it is 
an ecclesial one as well.
Learn from Jesus of  
Nazareth 

Ultimately any effort at be-
coming a ‘new creation’ traces 
us back to Jesus, who came to 
“make all things new”, to es-
tablish the Kingdom of  God 
through a genuine conversion 
of  heart. Jesus lived and moved 
among His people, without any 
barriers. He spoke their language, 
retold their stories and taught 
them about a God who loves 
and cares for them, a Father who 
welcomes them unconditionally. 
He became the compassion he 
preached about. 

In the Church, arrogance and 
one-up-man ship must give way 
to the Nazarene’s humility and 
simplicity. This will also include 
getting rid of  medieval power 
symbols and dress codes as well. 
Simplicity among the bishops 
and priests can make them seen 
as real imitators of  Jesus, who 
“though rich became poor for 
our sakes”. The new Pope will 
have to strive towards a ‘new 
Church’ which will be a commu-
nity of  Jesus’ dream. 

Special Correspondent

The Church must 
promote Regional 

theologies and local 
initiatives to under-
stand God’s Word 

in their idiom. 

COMP
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He is the Archbishop of  Milan 
and is the current front-runner 
according to many Italians. He 
has an impressive curriculum 
vitae that includes serving as rec-
tor of  the Lateran University and 
bishop in two previous dioceses, 
including as Patriarch of  Venice. 
He started the Oasis Founda-
tion, which brings Muslim and 
Christian scholars together to 
brainstorm on the future of  the 
Mediterranean world. But he has 
opponents in the Curia.

He is the President of  the Pon-
tifical Council for Culture since 
2007. A first-rate biblical scholar 
who has popularised Scripture 
studies through Italian television, 
radio and popular periodicals. He 
has spent most of  his time as a 
Professor and Director of  the 
highly-regarded Ambrosian Li-
brary in his native Milan. A kind, 
affable and “moderate” man, but 
lacks global and multi-cultural 
experience.  

Currently the prefect of  
the Congregation for Eastern 
Churches, Sandri was born in 
Buenos Aires to Italian immi-
grant parents. He served briefly 
as a parish priest in Argentina. 
Then he entered the Vatican’s 
diplomatic service in Madagas-
car, Venezuela, Mexico, and in 
the Vatican embassy to theUS.  
Is described as an ideal Italian-
Argentine candidate who would 
restore the order that has all but 
crumbled in the Roman Curia.

At present the Archbishop 
of  Vienna, he is probably the 
strongest European candi-
date from outside Italy. A 
 theologian of  the Dominican 
tradition who studied in Paris 
and Germany, he is urbane, 
polyglot and of  noble lineage. 
A very bright theologian he is 
believed to break new ground 
if  he were allowed. But his 
closeness to Pope Benedict 
and German background go 
against him.

Heads the Vatican’s all-impor-
tant Congregation for Bishops 
since June 2010. He’s got the 
brains, the languages and the life 
experience to satisfy the conven-
tional wisdom needed by a Pope. 
A French-Canadian, he joined 
the prestigious Sulpician teach-
ing society shortly after priestly 
ordination and has spent most 
of  his life as a seminary profes-
sor. He is one who embodys the 
First World and the Third World 
together.

Cardinal of  Boston, USA, a 
Capuchin in his habit. Ten years 
ago was called to restore the 
credibility of  the Catholic Church 
in Boston crumbling as a result 
of  the paedophilia scandal. He is 
memebr  of  a number of  Com-
missions in the Roamn Curia. He 
has depth of  spirituality and wit, 
not to mention leadership skills 
and settled the problem wisely.  
He has a Masters in religiousus 
education and doctortae in Span-
ish, Portuguese literature. He was 
coadjutor bishop and later bishop 
of  the Diocese of  Saint Thomas.   
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No one ever thought 
that the archbishop 

of  Kraków, Karol Wojtyla, 
would emerge from the 
second conclave of  1978 
as Pope John Paul II. In 
that spirit, the intent here 
is not to “predict” who 
will become the next pope, 
which is a futile exercise. 
The old saying in Rome 
is that he who enters a 
conclave as pope exits as 
a cardinal, meaning there’s 
no guarantee one of  these 
men actually will be cho-
sen. They are, however, 
the leading names drawing 
buzz in Rome these days, 
since the profiles of  these 
men suggest the issues and 
the qualities that counto to 
be noted while looking for 
a Pope. Companion lines 
up the most prominent 
among them, leaving the 
rest to theHoly Spirit. 



smart Companion India  March 2013 13

He is the Archbishop of  Milan 
and is the current front-runner 
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He works as the President 
of  the Pontifical Council for 
Justice and Peace. He was the 
relator, or general secretary for 
synod of  bishops on Africa. 
He is one of  the few Africans 
to have undertaken doctoral 
studies at the Pontifical Biblical 
Institute in Rome. Since tak-
ing up his Vatican post he has 
impressed people by his clear 
pastoral sense, a down-to-earth 
manner and his gentle sense of  
humour. 

Archbishop of  Manila, named 
cardinal in 2012. This leader of  
one of  Philippines, the fastest-
growing church, is media savvy, 
pleasant and gentle, and known 
for His compassionate personal-
ity. With a doctorate in systematic 
theology he has served on the 
International Theological Com-
mission, an advisory body to the 
Congregation for the Doctrine 
of  the Faith. He was Bishop 
of  Imus and made a name for 
himself  at the world Synod of  
Bishops in 2008.

The president of  the Italian 
Bishops’ Conference grew into 
the role during the past 6 years.  
He upholds a strong line against 
euthanasia and considers the 
sexual exploitation of  children, 
a “heinous crime.” In 2003, Bag-
nasco was named Archbishop of  
the Military Ordinariate in Italy, a 
complex job because the military 
is scattered all across the country 
and the world.

He has been President of  the 
Council of  European Bishops’ 
Conferences since 2006. A 
canon lawyer by training, Erdõ 
has been on the ecclesiastical 
fast track. While he was still an 
auxiliary bishop and before he’d 
even turned 50, he was elected 
to the present post. In 2002, he 
was named the Archbishop of  
Budhapest and was the young-
est cardinal to participate in the 
conclave of  2005.

Cardinal Peter Turkson 
(64) Ghana in Africa

Cardinal Luis Tagle 
(55) Philippines

Cardinal Angelo Bagnasco 
(70) Italy                         

 Cardinal Peter Erdo 
(60) Hungary  

COMP

Post Scriptum

Timothy Dolan  
(63, USA), Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio (76, Argentina), 
Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga 
(76, Honduras), Jean-Louis 
Tauran (69, France) are also 
names heard around Vatican 
as possible candidates. Ulti-
mately, no one knows where 
the Spirit will blow!
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IntervIew

Q: Your ideal candidate for the office 
of  pope?

A: If  I were to name anyone, he would most 
certainly not get elected. But background should 
not play a role. The best man for the job should 
be elected. There are no more candidates who 
belonged to the Second Vatican Council. In the 
running are candidates who are middle of  the 
road and toe the Vatican line. Is there anyone 
who won’t simply continue on the same path? 
Is there anyone who understands the depth of  
the Church’s crisis and can see a way out? If  we 
elect a leader who continues on the same path, 
the Church’s crisis will become almost intrac-
table.
Q: About the style of  the new pope?   

A: If  the next pope is clever, he will appoint 
a cabinet that will allow him to lead effectively. 
A solitary pope, isolated from the curia the 
way that Ratzinger was, will not be able to lead 
a community of  1.2 billion people. The pope 
urgently needs a cabinet made up of  new, com-
petent men (and why not women, too) in order 
to overcome the crisis. Unless there is an end to 
the tradition of  the Roman royal household and 
an introduction of  a functioning, central Church 
administration as well as a curia reform, no new 
pope will be able to bring about change and 
progress.

Progressive Catholic theologian Hans Küng, 
whose authority to teach Catholic theol-

ogy was rescinded by the Vatican in 1979, speaks 
about the challenges facing the next pope and the 
need for reform of  the Catholic Church.
Q: Changes since the resignation of  
Benedict XVI?

A: There is now a realization that a pope should 
step down when the time has come. Joseph Ratz-
inger made it very clear that he could no longer 
fulfill his duties. His predecessor felt he had to 
turn his death into a show. Fortunately, Benedict 
chose another way, in order to demonstrate that 
when a pope is no longer capable of  doing his job, 
he should give it up. This is exactly how the office 
should be approached. In John Paul II’s final years, 
we weren’t led by a pope so much as by a curia, 
which governed the Church in his place.
Q:  Your idea of  the new pope? 

A: A pope who is not intellectually stuck in the 
Middle Ages, one who does not represent medi-
aeval theology, liturgy and religious order. I would 
like to see a pope who is open first to suggestions 
for reform and secondly, to the modern age. We 
need a pope who not only preaches freedom of  
the Church around the world but also supports, 
with his words and deeds, freedom and human 
rights within the Church -- of  theologians, women 
and all Catholics who want to speak the truth 
about the state of  the Church and are calling for 
change.

Papal  
Cabinet?

Swiss theologian and author Hans Küng

COMP
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As the Catholic Church 
waits and prays for a new 

leader, it is good to reflect on 
who a genuine leader is and what 
he can do for the Church and 
to the world. Adrian Warnock, 
author of  “Raised with Christ:  
How Resurrection Changes 
Everything,” says that leaders 
may be classified into two broad 
categories depending on the 

followers they attract: leaders 
with influence and leaders with 
authority.

In the first case, the followers 
are those who observe and listen 
to the leader and are profoundly 
affected by her/him.  Sometimes 
the changes produced cab be 
profound and deep, even life-
changing. At other times the 
effects may be rather superficial.  

For instance, we may listen to 
a sermon by a leader which may 
result in sudden life changing 
insights. We might have read the 
Gospel umpteen times. But a 
powerful preacher could inspire 
dramatic change with his/her in-
spirations on it. Such leaders who 
inspire people to change is said 
to be influential and are classified 
as leaders with influence. 

Influential leaders are charis-
matic persons, who can reach 
out to others with ease and flair. 
They can easily interact with 
people of  different characters. A 
Christian leader of  this category 
impacts others broadly.  He has a 
vision. In fact, what we are is the 
product of  thousands of  small 
and special moments of  inspira-
tion and change. Our Christian 
life is shaped by “multiple influ-
encers.” 

There is a second type of  
leadership, which also determines 
the followers it attracts. After the 
encounter with a leader of  this 
type, the followers are so touched 
by her/him that they become 
her/his genuine disciples. They 
are committed to her/him per-
sonally. They place themselves 
under her/his guidance and form 
part of  her/his community.

This kind of  leadership is 
mostly effected through rela-
tionships. We may call this type 
of  leadership as one based on 
authority. The authority of  the 
leader stems from her/his per-
sonal experience of  God.  Such 
leaders are persons of  prayer, 
and are animated by a living faith. 
They have credibility and a sense 
of  mission. People instinctively 
recognize them as persons of  
God. Loyalty follows.

While the first kind of  leaders 
influences many by their great 
breadth and vision, the latter do 
so with their personal appeal 
and charisma of  great depth and 

Influence and 
Authority

mission.  Christian leaders today 
have to be both. As influential 
leaders, they have to reach out to 
the members of  their commu-
nity and spread the good news. 
Starting from such leaders   with 
authority, Christians enter into a 
deep and life-transforming rela-
tionship with Christ, surrender-
ing unconditionally to him. 

In today’s world, Christian lead-
ers are actually competing with 
thousands of  other influencers 
for the attention and followership 
of  the community members. It 
is not enough to tell the follow-
ers to ignore these differing or 
competing voices. They have to 
make sure that their own voice 
which has credible authority and 
personal experience, is powerful 
enough to form a solid founda-
tion among their disciples. Such 
genuine leaders invite the follow-
ers to make informed commit-
ment to the living Christ.  

We hope and pray that the 
new Pope is someone who can 
combine both types of  leader-
ship: someone with broad influ-
ence and deep authority.  He may 
reach out to Christians as well 
as to all other communities with 
warmth and openness and at the 
same time exercise his moral and 
spiritual authority with courage 
and conviction.

The greatest crisis the Church 
and the world face today, I 
believe, is one of  credibility. Con-
fronted with apathy, indifference 
and cynicism, the Christian lead-
ers need to radiate the message 
of  hope, focused on Jesus. He 
can, like the affable and charis-
matic Popes John Paul I and John 
Paul II radiate joy and hope. At 
the same time, like Pope Benedict 
XVI, he can be a man of  wisdom 
and authority; an authority that 
stems from Christ himself.

Obviously, the Pope needs to 
be deeply rooted in the Christian 
experience. He needs to be also 

equally open to others – both 
religious, non-religious. He needs 
to embrace the whole world, 
without identifying himself  with 
it. He needs to recognize the 
evil, violence and tragedy in hu-
man life, without condemning 
them and without belittling the 
goodness found in and around 
them. He needs to be a man of  
love and compassion, a  man 
who can fearlessly stand for the 
oppressed, the exploited and the 
marginalized.

In today’s complex world, a 
leader – political, religious or 
social – can hope to face the 
problems singlehandedly.  To-
day’s problems – poverty, war, 
environmental catastrophe, moral 
dilemma --to mention a few, are 
gigantic.  They need solutions 
from the concerted effort of  
people from different religions, 
nationalities and ideologies. 

As a spiritual and political 
leader, the pope is best suited 
to bring together leaders from 
different religions and nations. 
In collaboration with them, he 
could create an ambience of  trust 
and acceptance, where he can 
disagree and still work for the 
common good of  humanity.  

As Einstein reminds us “No 
problem can be solved from 
the same level of  consciousness 
that created it.” The Pope is in 
a uniquely privileged position - 
which no other political, religious 
and cultural leader has - to foster 
a new consciousness which alone 
can enable us to live together as 
brothers and sisters.

I pray that the next Pope may 
widen our individual and collec-
tive consciousness, so that we can 
responsibly deal with the big and 
small problems humanity faces 
today.

What we are is the 
product of thou-
sands of small and 
special moments 
of inspiration and 
change. Our Chris-
tian life is shaped 
by “multiple  
influencers.”

Spirit and life
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The US has conferred the International ‘Women 
of  Courage Award’on the recent Delhi gang rape 
victim. It was conferred on her posthumously  on 8 
March by the first lady of  the US, Michelle Obama 
and secretary of  state, John Kerry. “For millions of  
Indian women, her personal ordeal, perseverance to 
fight for justice, and her family’s continued bravery is 
helping to lift the stigma and vulnerability that drive 
violence against women,” the State Department said 
as it announced the awards to 10 women from across 
the world. She bravely recorded two police state-
ments while in hospital, repeatedly called for justice, 
and stated her will to survive to see justice done.” 
She was born into a working class family but pur-
sued her dream to study medicine. 67 women from 
45 different countries have recieved this award since 
its inception in 2007. 

For 200 million baby girls in India and China are 
born unwanted. Many of  them are smothered, poi-
soned or starved to death while those who survive 
face a harsh, brutal future filled with humiliation, 
violence and abuse. A powerful award winning doc-
umentary by American activist and film maker, Evan 
Grae Davis and his team exposes the horrifying ex-
tent of  ‘gendercide’. “It’s a Girl” reveals in a brutal 
irony, that violence and murders of  newborns, girls in 
particular, are instigated and perpetuated by women! 
The most insidious force is frequently a mother-in-
law. It is under her authority millions of  daughters-
in-law in China and India are forced to live. 

2 USA
Film Exposes Horror of  ‘Gendercide

3France
Catholic online ally with google

Aleteia, a worldwide Catholic network - which pres-
ents itself  as a “Worldwide Catholic Network Shar-
ing Faith Resources for those seeking Truth” - has 
formed an alliance with search engine giant Google to 
try to find answers to queries regarding the Church.  
Through what is known as “web listening”, the net-
work offers the possibility of  analysing trending top-
ics, the most talked-about Catholic Church-related 
issues on the Net.Its first report, “Web listening and 

England5 Bishops for Reformed Governance

spirituality” marked the launch of  the website. After 
same sex marriage, other hot topics include bioethical 
issues such as abortion and euthanasia. Luca Giura-
trabocchetta, Head of  Google Italy said, “The col-
laboration with Aleteia is a big challenge”, providing 
access to a significant quantity of  information and fa-
vouring interaction between a number of  users across 
the world, in an efficient, reliable and secure way.  

Brussels6 UN Move Resisted

The Vatican, Iran and other religious states are 
resisting efforts by a UN conference  to demand 
tougher global standards to prevent violence against 
women and children. More than 6,000 non-gov-
ernment groups are registered at the annual UN 
Commission on the Status of  Women. This year’s 
meeting has been made more emotive after an attack 

Bishops in England and Wales have called for 
greater consultation in matters of  Church gover-
nance. They said they would like to see a deeper sense 
of  collegiality, a principle developed at the II Vati-
can Council. The Bishop of  Menevia, Tom Burns, 
said it was time to reform the Vatican’s “monarchical 
style and turgid bureaucracy” and introduce greater 
consultation, transparency and a “root and branch 
review of  the method of  appointing bishops.” He 
also said, “ it is time for “a freedom of  speech to 
search for ways ahead that will address key issues like 
remarriage after divorce; re-examining ethical issues; 
developing a simpler and humbler Church stripped 
of  status and elitism.” Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor 
said that there should be a “richer sense of  collegial-
ity” in the Church.

 An emotional crowd of  more than 150,000 peo-
ple greeted Pope Benedict XVI for his last public 
audience before his resignation on 11th February. 
In his address the pontiff  said he was fully aware of  
“the seriousness and the novelty” of  his resignation. 
He stressed he took this step “with a deep peace of  
mind.” Benedict is the first pope to resign in 600 

1 Washington
US award to Delhi Braveheart

Vatican4 Goodbye to Chair of  Peter 
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7USA
Nuns Expect Understanding

T   P

8Australia
Dream Come True

Brussels6 UN Move Resisted

9 Lebanon
Meeting of  all Patriarchs

The US nuns want a pope “with experience of  
living with ordinary folks. Someone who under-
stands the difficulty of  having to live the gospel.” 
Theywould like a Church leader “marked by the 
grace of  listening and respect-- and mutually so.” 
These nuns are being investigated for what the Vat-
ican has called doctrinal inconsistencies, including 
“radical feminism.” These women, who  have given 
their lives to God, hope for a new era of  diversity. 
The Second Vatican Council ended with a resound-
ing call for the inclusion of  women into church life. 
The status of  nuns within the Catholic organiza-
tion, at least in the West, has dropped precipitously. 
The nuns say they are not consulted on any impor-
tant decisions taken in the Church.

Nick Vujicic, a young Australian Christian mo-
tivational speaker and pro-life activist has an-
nounced the birth of  his first son, Kiyoshi. Nick 
born without hands and feet says this is a dream 
come true.”Holding my   Kiyoshi I thank God for 
this amazing gift,” he wrote. Kiyoshi James was 
born a healthy baby on Feb.13, weighing almost 

in October by the Taliban on 15-year-old Malala 
Yousafzai for her attempts to promote girls’ educa-
tion in Pakistan and widely publicized gang rapes 
in India and South Africa. Diplomats said the Holy 
See, Iran and Russia are opposing to satements that 
say religion, custom or tradition must not be used 
as an excuse to avoid a government’s obligation to 
eliminate violence. They also have opposed refer-
ences to rape by a woman’s husband or partner.

The leader of  the Maronite Catholic Church has 
announced plans for a meeting of  “all Orthodox and 
Catholic Patriarchs of  the Middle East, to promote 
unity among Christians and deal with the problems 
and suffering that we share in this difficult moment in 
history.” Cardinal Bechara Boutros Rai said that the 
patriarchs will form an important network of  ecu-
menical leaders, as a support system for the embattled 
Christians of  the region. The Lebanese prelate him-
self  has been taking the lead in ecumenical outreach. 
He attended the enthronement of  Coptic Orthodox 
Pope Tawadros II in Egypt earlier this month; he had 
previously been the only other patriarch attending the 
installation of  Greek-Orthodox Patriarch Yohanna X 
Yazigi in Damascus. The date of  the event is yet to be 
announced.

Patriarch Louis Raphaël I Sako was solemnly en-
throned in Baghdad as head of  the Chaldean Catholic 
Church, on March 6. A synod of  Chaldean prelates 
that met in Rome elected him. The new Patriarch of  
Babylon of  the Chaldeans, leads an Eastern Catholic 
Church with 419,000 members. He said his priorities 
are the reorganization of  the patriarchal curia, the ap-
pointment of  bishops to vacant sees, and the updat-
ing of  liturgical books. “We need to update our lit-
urgy so that it speaks to man today,” He said. The 65 
year old Patriarch was ordained a priest of  the Epar-
chy of  Mosul in 1974 and Archbishop of  Kirkuk in 
2003. The church, which is in full communion with 
the Holy See, has 6 eparchies.

10New Chaldean Patriarch
Baghdad

years. “My decision to forgo the exercise of  active 
ministry. I do not return to private life, to a life 
of  travel, meetings, receptions, conferences and so 
on. I do not abandon the cross.” He said he would 
continue serving the Church through prayer. His 
choice had been acclaimed by all quarters as a 
healthy  precedance. He will assume the title of   
“Pope Emeritus,” and wear white clerical garb as 
popes do, but without the papal insignia. 

nine pounds. He is the first child for Vujicic and wife 
Kanae. As a young boy, Vujicic had struggled physi-
cally and emotionally to cope with his limbless body. 
He eventually embraced his condition, started an 
NGO called ‘Life without Limits’ and began giving 
motivational speeches. Vujicic graduated from Grif-
fith University at the age of  21, in accounting and 
financial planning. He now speaks  around the world 
and has spoken to more than 3 million people in 
more than 24 countries.
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pr in the church

As the cardinals go into the 
conclave, most of  us are 

wondering what lies ahead for the 
Church.

Will the cardinals elect someone 
who will take the Church forward 
into the 21st century and a new 
spring? Or will they, as Hans 
Kung warns, elect someone who 
takes it into a new ice age where it 
runs the danger of  shrinking into 
an irrelevant sect? What are the 
implications for us in India?

In Europe, the Church margin-
alized itself  in the public sphere 
by failing to be concerned about 
the issues of  the woman and man 
in the street, the “aam admi” 
that we talk of  in India. Barely 
4% or less of  those who bear 
Christian names acknowledge it 
as their faith or practice its beliefs 
in any form today. Churches are 
empty even on Sundays and be-
ing converted into mosques or 
libraries. Many are reluctant to 
even acknowledge their Christian 
heritage or its influence on their 
social institutions.

In India, we often hear it said 
that “we have nothing to fear – 
our churches are full, our youth 
are active, we have a vibrant 
Christianity that is growing.” Has 
that lulled us into a kind of  som-
nolence from which we will wake 
up to find that time has moved 
on, left us behind?

My concern is that we are mak-
ing the same mistakes in India 
that the Church made in Europe 
in the ‘60s and ‘70s, focusing on 
dogma and doctrine and blinding 
itself  to the gut issues that stare 

common people in the face. In 
fact, we have already marginal-
ized ourselves in a country where 
we are barely two percent of  the 
population, by failing to real-
ize that Christianity is not to be 

preached but to be lived.
Take the issues that concern 

the bulk of  the nation -- hunger, 
injustice, gender violence, social 
inequality, deteriorating educa-
tional facilities, lack of  medical 

BBC Bishops 
for India

As the cardinals go into the con-
clave, most of us are wondering 
what lies ahead for the church
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care, lack of  skills and jobless-
ness in a country with a work 
force of  500 million of  which 
only 30 million have jobs in the 
organized sector and 17 million 
of  them are in the government 
sector alone! How often do you 
hear the Church’s voice on these 
issues?

When I was young, I remember 
the “Lenten Pastorals” of  the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of  
India. They were focused on the 
issues of  the times. Where are 
those now? Why do the bishops 
shy away from speaking out, as 
Christ did, on the issues that 
concern ordinary Indians?

When the whole nation was 
angry about the rape of  a young 
medical student on a Delhi bus, 
the Church was silent. When 

it did speak it issued a pathetic 
statement that seemed to have 
been written in a hurry without 
much forethought. It lacked the 
‘teaching’ aspect that one expects 
from the Church.It was more like 
Dr Manmohan Singh’s statement 
on the same case – too late and 
lacking in feeling. At the end of  
it, Dr Singh was heard asking 
the cameraman, “Theek hai?” 
meaning “did it come out well?” 
It reinforced the feeling that 
genuineness and sincerity were 
lacking. 

This is what I mean when I 
speak of  ‘BBC Bishops’ – bish-
ops with brains, backbone and 
courage. How many of  them do 
we have? Yes, there are a few as 
we saw during the recent anti-
nuclear power demonstration at 
Koodankulam. But even there 
the Church fell silent under the 
onslaught of  the government’s 
propaganda campaign that for-
eign-funded NGOs were behind 
the agitation. 

Far too many bishops have 
stopped thinking after getting 
their Doctor of  Divinity degrees. 
Far too many lack the determina-
tion or the courage to stand up 
against the rich and mighty. Isn’t 
the church in India perceived 
to be aligned with Dives rather 
than Lazarus?  And where are 
the bishops in the marketplace, 
dialoguing and sharing the good 
news of  the Gospel? Fifty years 

ago, you did hear Cardinal Valer-
ian Gracias address the advertis-
ing professionals and others on 
the issues of  the times. Not any 
more! Why?

One reason is that church 
culture demands that bishops 
depend too heavily on cues from 
Rome. Whatever interests Rome, 
catches them. So contraception 
is still a major issue for bishops 
although it is not for lay Indian 
Catholics. Proof  of  that is the 
way the birth rate has dropped 
in one generation to just two chil-
dren per family. The bishops may 
ask couples to have more chil-
dren, but no one is listening. The 
bishops are in a doctrinal orbit, 
while the people are earth-bound.  
Soon the bishops will spin out 
into space while the people stay 
within the earth’s pull. 

That’s why I hope this con-
clave will elect a new kind of  
Pope for the church of  the 21st 
century. A true “bishop of  1.2 
billion Catholics” rather than the 
“bishop of  Rome” who will (as 
a British nurse wrote to Arch-
bishop Nichols) “get rid of  the 
silk, the gold, the Gucci shoes, 
the ridiculous tall hats, croziers, 
fancy soutanes etc. etc. and sub-
stitute bare heads and a simple 
pilgrim’s staff  on all liturgical oc-
casions and that might be taken 
as a small outward sign of  your 
inner acceptance of  fundamental 
Gospel values.”

A 21st century Pope, rather 
than a 15th century one, will 
send the right message down the 
line and help bishops to be true 
teachers of  the Gospel and men 
of  determination and courage. 
That will also put them in touch 
with the people they claim to 
lead.

We have already 
marginalized our-
selves in a country 

where we are bare-
ly two percent of 

the population, by 
failing to realize that 
Christianity is not to 
be preached but to 

be lived.

Allwyn Fernandes                                                                                                                                      
Crisis Communications

 Mumbai
Twitter Handle: @Allwyn
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Focus National

The two hundred and sixty-
fifth successor of  Peter 

inherits a legacy passed on by 
different popes. It can be confin-
ing if  its theological insights and 
positions are merely restated but 
not reinterpreted in the evolving 
contexts of  history. As the earth-
ly head of  the Catholic Church, it 
is the responsibility of  the pope 
to sustain the Communion of  
Churches in unity of  faith, sacra-
ments and mission. This sustain-
ing effort of  the pope is referred 
to as the Petrine Ministry. Its bib-
lical basis is found in Luke 22/32 
where, at the last supper, Jesus 
prays for Peter that he strengthen 
his brethren.

In all the four gospels Peter is 
depicted as spokesperson and 
leader; he is entrusted by Jesus 
with different commissions and 
is the one on whom the Church 
will be built with the powers of  
‘binding and loosing’. He cham-
pions a policy of  openness to-
wards the Gentiles even though, 
at the start, he keeps to laws and 
customs that are Jewish. 

From New Testament times 
until the present, the Petrine 
Ministry has appeared in differ-
ent avatars. Leo the Great (440-
461) was convinced that Christ 
had communicated to Peter and 
each successive bishop of  Rome 
universal authority to govern the 
Church. 

There was Gelasius I (492-496) 
who believed it was the pope’s 
prerogative to authenticate and 
protect decisions of  church 
councils; he is also known to 
have been the first pope to be 
referred to as ‘vicar of  Christ’. 
He propounded the theory of  
the two powers—spiritual and 
temporal—governing the world 
and understood the spiritual as 
the superior one. This under-
standing was used by churchmen 
to decide problems and issues be-
tween church and state. Boniface 
VIII (1294-1303) is remembered 

because of  Unam Sanctam 
(1302) in which he claimed that 
to be saved, one had to be sub-
ject to the pope. 

Since the Petrine Ministry was 
often hidden behind the exercise 
of  political power controlled by 
the pope, the official and juris-
dictional actions of  the pope 
gained prominence. With Pius IX 
(1846-1878, the temporal power 
of  the pope came to an end—
the Roman Question—and the 
Lateran Treaty (1929) ensured 
the independent working of  the 
Vatican state over which the pope 
presided. The loss of  the Papal 
States was a blessing in disguise.

It is not enough to know that 
the papacy is the ‘office and juris-
diction’ of  the bishop of  Rome. 
The correct functioning of  the 
papacy must signal the carrying 
out of  the Petrine Ministry. In 
the general meetings before the 
conclave and during it, matters 
concerning the identity and mis-
sion of  the Church would merit 
discussion. When the new pope 
is elected, an opportunity is of-
fered to the Church as a whole to 
renew its authentic identity and 
mission so that in its functions 
the Church benefits its members 
and the world at large. 

In the spirit of  Vatican II’s 
Gaudium et spes, the Church 
must be, and be seen to be, a 
humble servant yet engaging the 
world in a ‘critical conversation’. 
The rediscovery of  collegiality 
in the last concluded ecumenical 
council was meant to give the 
Individual and Local Churches 
the opportunity to articulate 
their individual richness and 
make operational the doctrine of  
the Communion of  Churches. 
There is surely need for more 
transparency and consultation 
in the decision-making affecting 
the Churches. The local hierar-
chies must exercise their right in 
providing proper pastoral care 
for the people entrusted to them 

and the Roman authority (dicast-
eries/congregations) must desist 
from treating the whole Christian 
world as if  it was just another 
diocese. Subsidiarity will make 
for active participation in the life 
and mission of  the Church.

The backtracking from Vatican 
II has not helped the Church’s 
liturgy as spelt out in the second 
chapter of  Sacrosanctum Con-
cilium. The Vox Clara commit-
tee set up in 2001 had opted for 
formal equivalence in the English 
translation of  the Roman Missal 
as against the dynamic equiva-
lence that guided the previous 
version approved by Pope Paul 
VI. Should not the People of  
God have had a say in a transla-
tion that was to be used in the 
Eucharistic liturgy? Further, it is 
not clear how the renewed study 
and use of  Latin in the liturgy 
enhances people’s active partici-
pation. 

Clear thinking on matters con-
cerning homosexuality, stem-cell 
research, remarriage of  divorced 
Catholics and a host of  issues 
affecting the faithful is to be 
applauded provided it is accom-
panied by the compassion shown 
by Jesus Christ to all men and 
women. The spirit of  Vatican II 
asks that the People of  God be 
trusted. They have been gifted 
by God with charisms and are 
commissioned by their baptism 
to make the Reign of  God pres-
ent in the world. The sensus fidei 
present among the faithful must 
be heard and as long as a doc-
trine or a position is not defined 
as of  faith or declared ‘irreform-
able’ it is open to study or ques-
tioning by persons of  good faith.

Pluralism is a fact in the world 
of  the twenty-first century even 
as it had already been recognized 
in the previous century. Religious 
pluralism is not a euphemism for 
a relativist mode of  being and 
acting at the level of  conscience 
and faith. It is an acceptance of  

Petrine  
Ministry 

For Orthodox Christians, 
the primacy of  the bishop of  
Rome was historically in the 
first centuries a primacy of  
honour, not of  juridical author-
ity. “The mandate to feed the 
flock that was entrusted to Pe-
ter is shared by all the bishops. 
The Church is not a monarchy; 
she is a communion whose life 
is guided, not by the judgment 
of  a single person, but by the 
common law of  the Catholic 
Church.” Hence, Orthodox 
churches could, perhaps, accept 
a primacy of  honour for the 
bishop of  Rome, who, as first 
among equals, exercises within 
a councilor context pastoral 
concern, leadership, and love 
over the church. 

Orthodox View

Anglicans View

Armenian View

Anglicans are by no means 
opposed to the principle and 
practice of  a ministry at the 
world level in the service of  
unity. If  papal primacy were to 
function within the collegiality 
of  other bishops and not be 
seen as an intrinsically superior 
form of  episcope, such a min-
istry would serve the integrity 
of  the church at both regional 
and universal levels.

 An Apostolic Armenian 
viewpoint sees the ‘’primacy as 
a seruice @nip, whose aim and 
duty is to admonish and cau-
tion a nd hardly can be rejected 
by anybody, if  it is practiced 
in concilliarity and collegiality 
together with bishops.
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the mystery of  God who even 
after revealing the God-self  in 
Jesus Christ remains an eternal 
mystery. Interreligious dialogue 
between Catholics and Chris-
tians who are not Catholics, and 
between Christians and those 
belonging to other faith per-
suasions, is the condition for 
building a humane community 
of  persons whose combined re-
ligious experience is a testament 
to the infinite God proclaimed by 
Jesus Christ.

The new papacy can make a 
fresh start by actively stressing 
and practising the doctrine of  
collegiality by which all bishops 
with the pope as the head of  the 
college exercise co-responsibility 
for the whole Church. The papal 
secretariat made up of  the Ro-
man dicasteries/congregations 
must give way to an administra-
tive structure which is respon-
sible to the College of  Bishops. 
Such change already envisaged 
during Vatican II still awaits 
implementation and until this 
happens, the Church Universal 
will be subject to the imperial 
style of  the Curial officials.

The way in which secrecy 
is practised in the Church has 
contributed to the misuse of  
power and trust by clergymen 
and has shaken the faith of  the 
laity. The institutional Church 
functions with structures that 
privilege those in the ordained 
ministry. These structures must 
be changed if  justice is to prevail. 
Benedict XVI has put into place 
stringent norms covering those 
who are guilty of  paedophilia 
but bishops and archbishops 
guilty of  cover-ups must also be 
brought to book. Accountability 
in the Church must be practised 
at all levels and humane struc-
tures that enforce it should be 
in place. Justice must not only 
be done, but also must be seen 

to be done. The Petrine ministry 
is not a luxury that the Catholic 
Church can live without. The pa-
pacy stands for the unity of  the 
Church and sets the pattern for 
the entire church body to live by. 
When it shows itself  responsible 
to its largest constituency—the 
People of  God, when it pro-
motes collegial action at all levels, 
when it listens attentively and en-
ters into dialogue with different 
sections of  the faithful and those 
belonging to other faith persua-
sions, then the spirit of  Vatican 
II is at work. 

Hope in the Spirit’s action 
leading the Church forward 
should banish fear when dis-
cussing complex and delicate 
issues like homosexuality, sexual 
morality, priestly celibacy, laity 

participation in Church govern-
ment and management, and the 
role of  women and their essential 
place in the Church. Located in 
Europe, the papacy is always in 
danger of  forgetting the world 
that lies beyond Europe. The 
group of  cardinals who elect the 
pope must authentically repre-
sent the Church as a whole. The 
same applies to the Curia officials 
who must be accountable to the 
college of  bishops. May the Spirit 
assist the new incumbent to 
continue the Petrine Ministry in 
faith, hope and charity.

Lutheran theologian Woifhart Pannenbergis even more open to 
the universal ministry of  the papacy when he states: “It is a fact 
of  Christian history that with the end of  the primitive Jerusa-
lem church the church of  Rome became the historical center 
of  Christianity. If  any Christian bishop can speak for the whole 
church in situations when this may be needed, it will be primar-
ily the bishop of  Rome. In spite of  all the bitter controversies 
resulting from chronic misuse of  the authority of  Rome in power 
politics, there is here no realistic alternative. . . .We ought freely 
to admit the fact of  the primacy of  the Roman Church and its 
bishop in Christianity

Lutheran View

COMP
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Doctor Ganesh Rakh, a 40-year-old gynecologist 
in Pune is fighting female feticide by helping women 
deliver baby girls without charging for his services. In 
the past one year, he has seen 144 girls born at his the 
20-bed multispecialty hospital. Their parents were not 
charged a penny for the deliveries. He says it’s his con-
tribution to fighting female feticide in Maharashtra, a 
state where the sex ratio is lower than the national av-
erage. The hospital owned by Rakh also celebrates the 
arrival of  baby girls by distributing sweets. According 
to a 2011 survey, female child population in the age 
group of  0-6 years was 78.83 million in 2001, which 
declined to 75.84 million in 2011.

Pune
Gynecologist fights female foeticide

Khandhamal
Gender Violence in Kandhamal

An All India Fact Finding Team on gender violence 
which toured Kandhamal and interacted with State and 
District authorities from 23rd to 26th February 2013 
discovred that  gender violence is on the increase. The 
Government of  Orissa needs to take urgent steps to 
enforce a “Zero Tolerance Regime” against rape cases 
in the State, specially in vulnerable hinterland districts 
such as Kandhamal, which has a greater percentage of  
marginalized Dalit and Tribal people. Police neglect of  
sexual violence against young girls is rampant. A large 
number of  women in Kandhamal are being deserted 
by their husbands. The Dalit girls in schools and hos-
tels are largely being lured and seduced by outsiders 
for sex trade and similar purposes. Sex education as 
a subject in schools, orientation of  village commit-
tees and gram panchayats are urgent needs besides the 
counseling and rehabilitation of  victims.  

New Church at Velankanni
Tamil Nadu

The new church opened at the Velankanni Marian 
pilgrim centere in its golden jubilee year, can accom-
modate 10,000 people inside, making it the largest 
church in India. About 40,000 people can also par-
ticipate in the services by standing outside the newly 
built Morning Star Church. The 60,000 sq.ft church 
is 120 ft wide, 500 ft long, 40 ft high and has 150 ft 
tall towers. The church, built without inside columns, 
was blessed on Feb. 10 by Fernando Cardinal Filoni, 
the Prefect of  the Congregation for Evangelization 
of  Peoples. The cardinal also participated in the sil-
ver jubilee plenary of  CCBI, the forum of  Latin rite 
Indian bishops. Javan Chacko, an artist from Kerala 
did the work of  the altar, using woods like mahogany, 
rose wood and teak.

Caritas’ Anti-Addiction Move
Jhansi, MP

Caritas India’s attempt to promote environment-
friendly farming and healthy living in some villag-
es of  Madhya Pradesh, has led to people unani-
mously reinforcing a ban on tobacco and alcohol. 
120 member Farmer Club of  Majhota village at a 
meeting last week decided to impose the ban. The 
clubs are part of  Harit Prayas (green movement), 
an independent project of  Caritas India for im-
proving agriculture and livelihood among farmers 
in Bundelkhand region of  the state. They impose 
a fine of  1,100 rupees on those violating the ban 
for the first time to use bidi, gutka or any other 
form of  tobacco or alcohol. A repeater will pay a 
fine of  2,500 rupees and a third time violator will 
have to leave the village.The move is supported by 
Caritas India’s local partner Jhansi Catholic Seva 
Samaj (JCSS), the social service department of  the 
Jhansi diocese.

Ranchi
Break cycle of  poverty

Members of  Vincentian congregation has taken 
working to break the cycle of  poverty in Indian 
villages as a priority. The Feb. 23-27 general body 
meet of  Vincentian congregations at Ranchi said 
such a priority is part of  their new way of  evange-
lization through systemic social change.117 Major 
Superiors, heads of  Vincentian family gathered for 
the seventh annual meeting. The commission said: 
“Works of  charity and justice should go hand in 
hand.” It aims to help people help themselves, dis-
covering their srengths. The Vincentian Family in 
India include:Congregation of  the Missions, Vin-
centian Congregation, Daughters of  Charity, Sis-
ters of  Charity of  St. Vincent de Paul, Brothers of  
Charity, Sisters of  Charity of  Saint Mary, Society of  
Saint Vincent de Paul, Association of  Miraculous 
Medal, the SCJMs, and the SCNs. 
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Faith Focus

Lent is an invitation to convert    
oneself. Pious practices alone     

cannot ensure change of  heart. It de-
mands active collaboration with the grace 
of  God, a willingness to be educated and 
purified by His Word. 

On Sunday, 10th February, 2013, our 
parish priest announced the beginning 
of  Lent from Ash Wednesday. He em-
phasized the importance of  prayer and 
penance as part of  our Lenten discipline. 
Basing myself  on many years of  pastoral 
involvement, I am sure this is what every 
parish priest must have done in every 
other parish. I know of  lay people and 
even few bishops, priests and religious, 
who give up alcohol and non-veg during 
the Lent. Way of  the Crossis flocked and 
family rosary resumed. Some even inflict 
violence on their body. Do all the lenten 

observances effect the much 
needed conversion, to which the 
Church invites us? Frankly speak-
ing, I have my serious doubts. 

The Greek word for conver-
sion (meta-noia) suggests a 
change of  heart and mind, a 
change in the way we look at life. 
Lent extends to us the call to 
engage ourselves in critical reflec-
tion: Is my relation to God right? 
Of  course, a genuine and right 
answer to this question necessi-
tates a correct idea of  God. 

The God we confess is the 
Abba of  Jesus. He is a God who 
is Love (1 Jn.4:.8,16). This God 
is always willing to enter into 
dialogue with us. God loves sim-
plicity and dislikes pomposity and 
solemnity. He loves honesty and 
authenticity, and dislikes show, 
decorations and makeup. God 
refuses to be contained within 
boundaries, and dislikes laws and 
rubrics that curtail the legitimate 
freedom of  His children. God 
makes all things new and invites 
us to re-examine the way we 
formulate our faith and celebrate 
our liturgy. We can never do this 
enough, and so we do need Lent 
every year.

What happens when we fail 
to do this? Remember what 
Cardinal Martini said a few days 
before his demise last year --“The 
Church is two hundred years 
behind time.” Martini was no 
upstart. He was an internation-
ally respected New Testament 
scholar, the archbishop of  Milan, 
a cardinal of  the Roman Church. 
He was not only a papabile when 
John Paul II died, but also a 
fairly acceptable candidate. If  the 
reports we have are genuine, no-
ticing a division of  votes between 
Ratzinger and himself  during the 
conclave, he stepped out of  the 
race to prevent the hardening of  
the division within the Electoral 

College, and subsequently within 
the Church. 

From what I see and what I 
hear from highly qualified and 
responsible persons, Martini’s 
decision was most unfortunate, 
but what he said was very true. 
If  the Church is two hundred 
years behind time, then it is the 
failure primarily of  priests and 
bishops. We are the ones who are 
most responsible for the tragic 
situation in which the Church 
finds herself: two hundred years 
behind time. To put it bluntly: the 
Church today does not have the 
right leaders.

In this year of  faith, we are 
recalling the great gift God (the 
loving Mother and Father) gave 
to the disciples of  Jesus: the Sec-
ond Vatican Council. It is very 
sad that many of  us – including 
priests and bishops – are not 
aware of  its teachings. Hence let 
me first quote from its ‘Decree 
on Priestly Ministry’: “Since hu-
man culture and also sacred sci-
ence has progressed in our times, 
priests are urged to suitably and 
without interruption perfect their 
knowledge of  divine things and 
human affairs and so prepare 
themselves to enter more op-
portunely into conversation with 
their contemporaries (no. 19).

Let me also remind you of  

what its ‘Decree on the Office 
and Ministry of  Bishops’ has to 
say: “The bishops should present 
Christian doctrine in a man-
ner adapted to the needs of  the 
times, that is to say, in a manner 
that will respond to the diffi-
culties and questions by which 
people are especially burdened 
and troubled” (no. 13). In order 
effectively to accomplish these 
things, bishops, “ready for every 
good work” (2 Tim. 2:21) and 
“enduring all things for the sake 
of  the chosen ones” (2 Tim. 
2:10), should arrange their life 
in such a way as to accommo-
date it to the needs of  our times       
(no. 16). 

We cannot respond to the 
needs of  our times without up-
dating our knowledge of  Sacred 
Scripture, Systematic Theology 
and Christian Ethics. When I 
say this to bishops and priests 
their stock answer is: “We have 
no time.” This makes me think 
that we also need to evaluate our 
pastoral style. 

We priests and bishops are 
happy to receive invitations from 
persons who know us, especially 
religious sisters. They make a 
lot of  fuss about us making us 
feel important. They opt us as 
the chief  guest. “Every one is 
searching for you” (Mk. 1:37). 
Unfotunately, unlike Jesus, we fail 
to realize that we are being used 
as a social decoration. In our 
highly hierarchical society –the 
Church and the country at large– 
priests (Brahmins) are important. 
Their presence adds glamour to 
functions. 

Many Hindus still believe that 
more the Brahmins present, 
greater the effectiveness of  the 
rituals. The Hindu blood run-
ning in the arteries and veins 
of  Christians is thicker than the 
water of  Baptism. This explains 

A CALL TO 
CONVERSION

We need to 
stand before 
our crucified 
Lord and ask 

ourselves: “Why 
did I become a 

priest, a  
religious?” 
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why there is so much caste 
consciousness and discrimina-
tion within the Church. We are 
hierarchy conscious: our priests 
are Brahmins, and of  course 
the bishops are big Brahmins. 

Many of  us -- bishops and 
priests -- waste a lot of  our 
valued time ‘gracing’ every oc-
casion, sitting through all kinds 
of  programmes. In the same 
way, just calculate the hours we 
spend visiting convents – first 
vows, final vows, feasts of  the 
congregation or province or 
the superior, jubilees silver and 
golden, etc. The same with our 
frequenting different parishes: 
ordinations, first communions, 
engagements, marriages, titular 
feasts, feast of  shrines, and the 
like.  

Some of  us even think that 
we have to be the organisers of  
cultural programmes, sports, 
picnics and such other enter-
tainments for our parishners. 

when they do call for an ordained 
priest, one is enough; more than 
enough. What then is the pastoral 
gain of  this investment of  time, 
energy and the vehicle expenses 
attending ‘all’ the functions? 
What do we ourselves gain in our 
closeness to God and effective-
ness of  our ministry from all that 
running around? We justify and 
console ourselves saying, “People 
expect us”, “our presence is a 
source of  encouragement”. Who 
taught the people to expect us? 
Who provided Jesus the encour-
agement he needed? 

Let me be very frank, some 
people invite us not because they 
really cherish our company or 
value our words, but because they 
think we will be angry if  they do 
not. I know bishops and priests 
who do get angry when they are 
ignored. We are very fragile, or 
shall we say we are very child-
ish? We need to stand before our 
crucified Lord and ask ourselves: 
“Why did I become a priest, a 
religious?” 

It is not merely the question of  
time. The reasons are deeper. We 
find very hard to be sitting down 
and quietly reading some worth-
while stuff. This is all the more 
reason to make it an essential 
part of  our Lenten agenda. 

There is still another, a more 
frightening reason: many of  us 
bishops, priests and religious 
are more comfortable with an 
outdated Church. We do not 
need to dialogue with anybody: 
we can do what we like. We can 
continue running our institutions 
without being accountable to the 
laity. We can busy ourselves with 
rituals and in the process collect a 
lot of  money. Rituals do not call 
for much knowledge and authen-
ticity. We need not reach out to 
people in need: they need us, so 
they should come to us is our 
attitude. In short, we are at home 
with a highly male-dominated 

clericalised church.
Today there is a growing mal-

aise within the Church: consum-
erism and glamourisation. This 
has entered even our sanctuaries. 
A lot of  our precious resources 
are spent on pompous celebra-
tions and showy buildings by 
bishops, priests and religious 
committed to evangelical poverty. 
At the same time, we continue to 
beg funds from the West, forget-
ting that ‘one who pays the piper, 
calls the tune’. 

We spend enormous amount 
of  money on social events. All 
this money could be put to much 
better use in the service of  the 
poor and the needy. We cannot 
blame the lay people who waste 
their resources on pompous mar-
riages, engagements, birthdays 
etc... They tend to draw inspira-
tion from their self-appointed 
religious leaders and self-pro-
claimed spiritual guides. On the 
other hand the gulf  between the 
rich and the poor is widening. We 
should not allow ourselves to be 
fooled by Governmental statistics 
of  ‘shining India’. 

I am convinced that there can 
be no real conversion without 
a genuine evaluation of  our 
priorities in the way we manage 
our time and other resources. 
Even fasting, bodily penance and 
prayers could become a danger-
ous and convenient escape from 
or substitute for real Christian 
responsibility. We can live with 
false complacency. 

It is not easy to be an authentic 
Christian today. We have to walk 
with Jesus. This is the real Way 
of  the Cross. This is the only 
true Way of  the Cross, the only 
Way we very badly need today.

Then there is the TV with endless 
cricket matches, and the internet 
with all the stuff  we prefer. We 
also have to find time to conduct 
rosaries, novenas, holy hours, way 
of  the cross, pilgrimages, etc. 

We need to honestly confront 
ourselves. Most of  the functions 
we attend, do not need an ordained 
priest, definitely not a bishop. Even 
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Social Action and evange-
lization?

What we understand by Social 
Action is important. The mo-
tivation for Christian charity is 
derived from the command of  
Jesus to love one another. In fact, 
Jesus made it a criterion for our 
final judgment. We talk about 
works of  mercy, welfare work, 
people’s empowerment, and 
rights-based endeavours. One 
cannot and should not discount 
any of  these works. All of  them 
are directed to the most margin-
alized; however there is a growing 
awareness among social activists 
today that the first two categories 
of  service create dependencies 
while the latter ones promote 
human dignity and self  reliance. 
Jesus wants that every one lives 
as dignified children of  God. So 
every liberating act is evangeliza-
tion as well.  
Social action by Religious 
in India?

A survey by the Conference of  
Religious in India points out that 
almost 40% of  them are involved 
in social work. My experience 
leads me to think that majority of  
them are settling down for charity 
and are not ready for the tougher 
and more demanding social ac-
tion. Indian Society is marked by 
extreme levels of  poverty. Every 
third person in India is starving 
or malnourished. On the other 

hand, India has the fourth largest 
number of  billionaires in the 
world: 53 of  them! Such inequal-
ity must make us think critically. 
Poverty is man made and so is 
injustice. We cannot bring justice 
through charity work alone.
Works of  Mercy and      
Jesus’  Church?  

Given the nature of  religious 
commitment, which is prophetic 
and radical, social action must 
be a priority for us. It involves 
restoring justice and dignity. In 
fact, it is charity as well. Here we 
are touching the roots of  evil, the 
cause of  misery. Just doing wel-
fare work does not lead to any 
remedy against evil. If  poverty 
and other social problems are 
largely man made and are issues 
of  injustice, then we should be 
fighting for justice and not just 
doling out charity. 
A modality for action for 
justice?  

 There are some who think 
that social action means dhar-
nas and protests. It is much 
more. The basic criterion that 
should lead social action is an 
understanding of  the rampant 
social problems in our coun-
try and across the globe, that 
lead to unjust social structures. 
Therefore, our commitment to 
Jesus, the prophet and liberator 
should lead us to acts of  Justice. 
Social action can take a variety of  
forms ranging from organizing 
people, networking with people 
who are working for the poor, 
doing research, advocacy, lobby-
ing, networking, publishing and 
even creating circles of  care and 
friendship among the poor and 
the rich to cross over the barriers. 
If  only we knew and took the 
trouble, there is no end to means. 
Reluctance of  the reli-
gious for Social Action?

Most of  them lack proper 

Social Action

analysis of  social reality. Unfortu-
nately the level of  knowledge of  
social realities among the reli-
gious is pitiably low. While they 
are experts in their own way, and 
may even possess some general 
knowledge on specific social 
issues and their causes, a holistic 
in-depth knowledge of  the field 
is either missing or is pathetic. 
It is awareness that leads one to 
action. When Mahatma Gandhi 
was thrown out of  the train in 
Pretoria in South Africa and had 
to spend the whole night on the 
platform, he experienced the 
pain of  slavery and as a result, he 

committed himself  to fight for 
freedom. Much in the same way, 
many of  us religious need to get 
to know the social reality, grue-
some in so many cases, so that 
we are challenged to get involved. 
We do have models among us. 
Quite a good number is moving 
in this direction and Sr. Valsa 
should be challenging us. 
So there is some kind of  
neglect here?

I believe so; nor purposeful of  
course but arises from a lack of  
awareness and will power among 
the decision makers. We are 
totally subservient to the institu-
tions that we have created. My 
only hope is that, even as the last 
Major superior’s meet discussed, 
many younger religious would 
heed to the prophetic call of  

religious life. Consecrated life is 
at the very heart of  the Church. 
Shouldn’t we, then, be the front 
runners to establish the Justice 
of  God?
Your initiatives at ISI, 
Bangalore ?

 ISI-B is in its golden jubilee 
year. It was started as the train-
ing centre for the ISI, Delhi. In 
1993 ISI-B became autonomous 
to function as a resource cen-
tre. It envisions building a ‘Just, 
Humane, Democratic and Secular 
Society’. It is rights-based Re-
source Organization in partner-

ship with other likeminded 
people and groups to ac-
company the marginalized 
to claim their Entitlements 
for a dignified life towards 
an equitable society. The 
thrust areas of  involve-
ment are Human Rights, 
Gender Equity, Livelihood 
issues, secularism and eco-
logical issues, the  priority 
being the dalits, tribals, 
fishworkers, women, mi-
norities and students.

Your programmes?
Training programmes for social 

activists in view of  ‘accompany-
ing the marginalized’, and Social 
Analysis programmes (3 months), 
are largely attended. It is indeed 
very gratifying to come across 
many social activists who are 
proud of  their training in IS-B.  
The programmes have now taken 
a wider range, but the main focus 
is on Human Rights, Capacity 
Building, Gender sensitization 
and so on. The highlight at ISI-B 
is the freedom people of  all 
walks, races and castes, even the 
most marginalized as beggars and 
sexual minorities enjoy here. The 
infrastructural facilities of  the 
Institute are availed by groups of  
unimaginable variety. Hospitality 
is a Godly virtue here and people 
“feel at home” here. 

Social action of the Church has to 
be liberative, says M.K Geroge S.J, 
Director of Indian Social Institute 

Banglore

new perspectIves
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Social Action and evange-
lization?

What we understand by Social 
Action is important. The mo-
tivation for Christian charity is 
derived from the command of  
Jesus to love one another. In fact, 
Jesus made it a criterion for our 
final judgment. We talk about 
works of  mercy, welfare work, 
people’s empowerment, and 
rights-based endeavours. One 
cannot and should not discount 
any of  these works. All of  them 
are directed to the most margin-
alized; however there is a growing 
awareness among social activists 
today that the first two categories 
of  service create dependencies 
while the latter ones promote 
human dignity and self  reliance. 
Jesus wants that every one lives 
as dignified children of  God. So 
every liberating act is evangeliza-
tion as well.  
Social action by Religious 
in India?

A survey by the Conference of  
Religious in India points out that 
almost 40% of  them are involved 
in social work. My experience 
leads me to think that majority of  
them are settling down for charity 
and are not ready for the tougher 
and more demanding social ac-
tion. Indian Society is marked by 
extreme levels of  poverty. Every 
third person in India is starving 
or malnourished. On the other 

hand, India has the fourth largest 
number of  billionaires in the 
world: 53 of  them! Such inequal-
ity must make us think critically. 
Poverty is man made and so is 
injustice. We cannot bring justice 
through charity work alone.
Works of  Mercy and      
Jesus’  Church?  

Given the nature of  religious 
commitment, which is prophetic 
and radical, social action must 
be a priority for us. It involves 
restoring justice and dignity. In 
fact, it is charity as well. Here we 
are touching the roots of  evil, the 
cause of  misery. Just doing wel-
fare work does not lead to any 
remedy against evil. If  poverty 
and other social problems are 
largely man made and are issues 
of  injustice, then we should be 
fighting for justice and not just 
doling out charity. 
A modality for action for 
justice?  

 There are some who think 
that social action means dhar-
nas and protests. It is much 
more. The basic criterion that 
should lead social action is an 
understanding of  the rampant 
social problems in our coun-
try and across the globe, that 
lead to unjust social structures. 
Therefore, our commitment to 
Jesus, the prophet and liberator 
should lead us to acts of  Justice. 
Social action can take a variety of  
forms ranging from organizing 
people, networking with people 
who are working for the poor, 
doing research, advocacy, lobby-
ing, networking, publishing and 
even creating circles of  care and 
friendship among the poor and 
the rich to cross over the barriers. 
If  only we knew and took the 
trouble, there is no end to means. 
Reluctance of  the reli-
gious for Social Action?

Most of  them lack proper 

Social Action

analysis of  social reality. Unfortu-
nately the level of  knowledge of  
social realities among the reli-
gious is pitiably low. While they 
are experts in their own way, and 
may even possess some general 
knowledge on specific social 
issues and their causes, a holistic 
in-depth knowledge of  the field 
is either missing or is pathetic. 
It is awareness that leads one to 
action. When Mahatma Gandhi 
was thrown out of  the train in 
Pretoria in South Africa and had 
to spend the whole night on the 
platform, he experienced the 
pain of  slavery and as a result, he 

committed himself  to fight for 
freedom. Much in the same way, 
many of  us religious need to get 
to know the social reality, grue-
some in so many cases, so that 
we are challenged to get involved. 
We do have models among us. 
Quite a good number is moving 
in this direction and Sr. Valsa 
should be challenging us. 
So there is some kind of  
neglect here?

I believe so; nor purposeful of  
course but arises from a lack of  
awareness and will power among 
the decision makers. We are 
totally subservient to the institu-
tions that we have created. My 
only hope is that, even as the last 
Major superior’s meet discussed, 
many younger religious would 
heed to the prophetic call of  

religious life. Consecrated life is 
at the very heart of  the Church. 
Shouldn’t we, then, be the front 
runners to establish the Justice 
of  God?
Your initiatives at ISI, 
Bangalore ?

 ISI-B is in its golden jubilee 
year. It was started as the train-
ing centre for the ISI, Delhi. In 
1993 ISI-B became autonomous 
to function as a resource cen-
tre. It envisions building a ‘Just, 
Humane, Democratic and Secular 
Society’. It is rights-based Re-
source Organization in partner-

ship with other likeminded 
people and groups to ac-
company the marginalized 
to claim their Entitlements 
for a dignified life towards 
an equitable society. The 
thrust areas of  involve-
ment are Human Rights, 
Gender Equity, Livelihood 
issues, secularism and eco-
logical issues, the  priority 
being the dalits, tribals, 
fishworkers, women, mi-
norities and students.

Your programmes?
Training programmes for social 

activists in view of  ‘accompany-
ing the marginalized’, and Social 
Analysis programmes (3 months), 
are largely attended. It is indeed 
very gratifying to come across 
many social activists who are 
proud of  their training in IS-B.  
The programmes have now taken 
a wider range, but the main focus 
is on Human Rights, Capacity 
Building, Gender sensitization 
and so on. The highlight at ISI-B 
is the freedom people of  all 
walks, races and castes, even the 
most marginalized as beggars and 
sexual minorities enjoy here. The 
infrastructural facilities of  the 
Institute are availed by groups of  
unimaginable variety. Hospitality 
is a Godly virtue here and people 
“feel at home” here. 

Social action of the Church has to 
be liberative, says M.K Geroge S.J, 
Director of Indian Social Institute 

Banglore

new perspectIves
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Foot prInts

Brother John SG 
1927 -19 Feb.2013

Brother John was a man much appreciated and 
respected by the Bishops of  India for his great qual-
ity for building up relationships and his generous 
commitment to the Church. He was the National 
Secretary of  CRI from 1983 to 1993. Among his 
substantial contributions to CRI is the National 
Secretariat in Okhla, Delhi, with all the facilities 
of  residence, office and conference facilities. On 
completion of  his service to CRI, he received the 
Papal recognition “Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice”. The 
Apostolic Nuncio, Salvatore Pennachio has con-

doned his demise:“His strenuous and appreciated work was dedicated to build up 
and to maintain bridges of  communion among the Religious Institutes in India, 
in deep relation with the Bishops, the entire Catholic Church and beyond, in or-
der to make the Kingdom of  God grow more and more in this beloved country.” 
For the Montfort Brothers of  St. Gabriel he was a pioneer, provincial and pas-
sionate prophet of  his time. His mission field was the whole the nation and his 
tangible contribution is visible in north India. His funeral was held at Hyderabad 
on 23 Feb.2013. He was from Palai, in Kerala.  

Vandana Mataji  
1921 - 23 Feb.2013

Sr. Dhalla, RSCJ, better known as Vandana Mataji, was born into a Parsi family. 
In the year 1941, at the age of  twenty, while studying 
in Sophia College, she decided to be a Catholic, and 
join the RSCJs. This caused so much adverse public-
ity and opposition, that it almost cost the college its 
affiliation with Bombay University. This tremendous 
courage and boldness characterized her whole life 
all through. “Having been associated with Vandana 
Mataji in her famed Ashram Jeevan Dhara in the 
Himalayas, I feel her loss very much in the Indian 
Church,”says Robert Athikal S.J. She along with her 

British born companion, Ishpriya mataji, founded the Jeevan Dhara Ashram right 
in the middle of  an orthodox Hindu society and ran it for several years before 
handing it over to the diocese. Compassionate and innovative, Vandana Mataji is 
fondly remembered by her friends and followers.

She emphasized the role of  nama-japa (Japa-Yoga) as a spiritual bridge between 
Hinduism and Christianity. Vandana Mataji is also associated with Pune, when in 
1972 she revived the Christ Prema Seva Ashram, started earlier by Protestants. 
This turned out to be an ecumenical venture. In addition to many books and 
articles, she has also composed songs and bhajans. Most of  all, her contribution 
to inter-religious dialogue is what she will probably be remembered for, in subse-
quent years.

 “What we are doing today is really a celebration of  a wonderful life now ful-
filled, and a life which was a precious gift of  God not only to our Society of  the 
Sacred Heart but to the Church in India and across the world”, said Sr. Rita the 
Provincial Superior at her funeral. “It is not always easy for us ordinary mortals to 
walk the road with prophets”, wrote her Superior General. “I know the great Pu-
rusha who shines like the sun beyond darkness whom having known, one crosses 
death. There is no other road to the abode… Desirous of  Moksha, I take refuge 
in him. I surrender; I go to Him who tells me by His Light that I am Aatman” – 
wrote  Vandana Mataji. 

A glance at 
the life of  tall 
christian lead-
ers who have 
passed away, 
leaving a legacy 
of  faith and 
loving service for 
the Christian 
community to 
emulate
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Context and Theme
John’s gospel narrates four apparitions of  the 

Risen Jesus. Three out of  these four, are found in 
chapter 20. It was in no way easy for the disciples 
to believe that Jesus rose again, defeating death. 
So Jesus Himself  appears to them, talks to them, 
shows them His wounds, allows them to touch 
Him and strengthens their faith in Him as the 
crucified and risen Lord. It is after consolidating 
them in their faith in Him, that He entrusts them 
with His mission (20: 19-21). 

Message 
1. Jesus appears to the disciples when they hide 

behind closed doors, out of  fear for the Jews 
(20:19). Instead, Magdalene’s behavior is just the 
contrary. She sets out to the tomb even while it is 
still dark and it is there she meets Jesus (20:1-16). 
Both fear and courage are equally the experiences 
of  your daily life. Faced with them, you need to 
preserve your equanimity, your mental equilib-
rium and serenity. The reason: Jesus is present in 
both. He is there in your moments of  dread as 
well as those of  valor. The awareness of  Jesus’ 
presence with you can keep you from gloating 
over your great achievements as well as losing 
your heart in fearful desolate moments.    

2. You can see and believe; you can also believe 
without seeing (20:29). In your life there are 
things you need to see and believe but there are 
also those you have to believe without seeing.  
Both these beliefs are to be balanced in your life. 
You must acquire the wisdom to recognize things 
that must be seen and those for which sight is 
not essential to believe. Your success lies in your 
capacity of  recognizing the one from the other.  

3. Jesus shows His disciples His wounded side 
and hands (20:20). Even to Thomas who hesitates 
to believe Jesus has no other credential to give 
other than His wounds (20:27). In other words, 
what generates and strengthens faith in each other 
are your wounds. The more your friends and dear 
ones see your struggles and the wounds borne for 
their sake, the more will be their faith and trust in 
you. Your scars of  love are the best credentials of  
your love for the other. 

their faith in Jesus, who died and rose form the 
dead. 

Message 
1. Mary of  Magdela and the two disciples are 

important characters in the resurrection narrative 
of  John. Among the two disciples one is Peter and 
the second, “the disciple whom Jesus loved”. So 
all three are very close to Jesus.  And yet, each of  
them responds differently to the Risen Lord. The 
two disciples come to the tomb only when Mary 
tells them (20:2). As soon as they saw the empty 
tomb they leave the place (20:10). The response 
of  Mary instead, is a class apart. She comes to the 
tomb on her own, and not instructed by anyone 
(Jn. 20:1). She too saw the empty tomb but she 
just can’t leave the place (20:11). She lingers on. 
The reason that inspires her choice is none other 
than her intimate rapport with Jesus. Your choices 
also must spring from such a cherished relation-
ship with Jesus. Do you have a heart to heart 
relationship with Him? Follow the dictates of  your 
heart that sincerely seeks the Lord and you will be 
walking in the path of  salvation together with the 
Risen Lord.   

2.  ‘‘Why are you weeping?” This is the ques-
tion asked to Mary more than once (20: 13, 15). 
It is the empty tomb that makes her weep. She 
thinks that even the body of  her dear one is taken 
away. But soon enough, the empty tomb directs 
her to the great truth that her crucified Lord has 
risen from the dead. With that she bursts into joy. 
The reason for sadness and joy are one and the 
same – the empty tomb. Her perception about it 
before and after changes her mental state - sorrow 
turned into joy. What is important is your percep-
tion about the realities of  your life. Jesus asks you 
today “Why are you crying”. Tell him the reason 
for your tears and He will help you to acquire new 
perspectives about your life and its sorrows.  

3.  Jesus asks her questions and both talk to each 
other. Even then Mary does not recognize Him 
as the Lord. But no sooner does He call him her 
by name –“Mary” – than she recognizes Him as 
“Rabboni”. This is the same pattern you must also 
follow in building up relationships with your dear 
ones – call them by name, call them the name they 
like to be called. The pet names you use for your 
dear ones can add to the depth of  your relation-
ship. Those names matter in your relationships 
of  love and care. You must have such endearing 
names of  your own for your wife and children. 
In moments of  sorrow, despair and distance, use 

April 7: 2nd SundAy of  
EAStEr Jn 20: 19- 31

Dr. Jacob Naluparayil MCBS

those names. Within the flash of  a moment you 
can see the scenario changing. The ice will melt 
and love will flourish.

Continued from P- 41
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500 dalit and Haila Mus-
lim safai karmacharis 

undertook a ‘yatra’ to Delhi, to 
motivate other women to give up 
the practice of  manual scaveng-
ing and burn their brooms and 
baskets. A group of  NGOs are 
all set to give back dignity to 
these people.    

They have burned their baskets, 
symbols of  indignity and slavery 
to the higher castes. These are 
not all. And yet the process ahs 
started. 12,000 women in Mad-
hyapradesh have already given up 
scavenging. 500 of  them under-
took a ‘yatra’ to Delhi to meet 
the Ministers and to conscientise 
other women on the way (200 vil-
lages) to recuperate their human 
dignity. 

During the flag off  event at 
Ravindra Bhavan for the ‘yatra’ 
to Delhi by 500 women, two 
women ‘liberated’ from the prac-
tice were honoured. Arti, was one 
of  the two women honoured for 
their courage in deciding to ‘burn 
the basket’. Now a busy volun-
teer with the Rashtriya Garima 
Abhiyan, she was born into a 
Valmiki family in Damoh town, 
in Madhya Pradesh.  

For those unfamiliar with oc-
cupational segregation based on 
caste, the Valmiki community 
consists of  dalits placed at the 
bottom of  the caste hierarchy. 
They are socially ostracised and 
discriminated against because 
they have historically been com-
pelled by their caste to render 
menial labour -- disposing of  
animal carcasses and human and 

Burning the 
Basket of Indignity

animal faeces, assisting in child-
birth and in morgues, castrating 
animals, beating drums at funer-
als, cleaning drains and septic 
tanks, and sweeping.

Arti, aged 35, matured into 
adulthood watching her mother 
receive a pittance and a few ‘rotis’ 
in lieu of  manually disposing the 
excreta of  upper-caste residents 
in Damoh town. She dropped 
out of  school at a young age to 
help her mother in order to ease 
her hereditary burden. After 
marriage, her mother-in-law, 
continuing a common wedding 
ritual, bequeathed her basket and 
broom to Arti. This effectively 
meant that Arti would clean all 
the dry toilets her mother-in-law 
used to clean.

“Since manual scavenging has 
continued over the centuries and 
generations, we could not think 
beyond it”. She credited Abhi-
yan with liberating her from this 
“mental slavery.” Recalling earlier 
interactions with members of  
the Abhiyan, Arti noted: “They 
told us that our experience of  
untouchability and discrimina-
tion was rooted in our continued 
association with handling human 
excrement. If  we refused to do 
it, we would not be discriminated 
against.” The Abhiyan believes 
that inner motivation to con-
sciously refuse cleaning up is the 
first step towards liberation for 
these women.

Arti acknowledged initially dis-
missing the Abhiyan’s unsolicited 
and unexpected advice. Later, she 
and other women of  the village 

Gospel In actIon
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collectively recognised that there 
had to be a deeper message in the 
advice. “Otherwise why would 
they visit us again and again,” she 
asked, her eyes reflecting a firm 
resolves to never touch the bas-
ket or broom again. She smiled at 
her teenage son in the distance.

The outcome of  her resolve, 
she narrated, was the gradual 
respect and dignity she and the 
other women earned. “We can 
even draw water from the local 
handpump now,” Arti said with 
a triumphant smile. Members 
of  the Abhiyan accompany the 
women in an effort to motivate 

them to consciously access social 
spaces (chai stalls, bathing ghats) 
and public resources (wells and 
handpumps) from which they 
were ostracised.  

The Maila-Mukti Yatra, a jour-
ney to be free from manual scav-
enging, inaugurated at Ravindra 
Bhavan in Bhopal, is led by Rash-
triya Garima Abhiyan (National 
Campaign for Dignity and Elimi-
nation of  Manual Scavenging), 
which is a network of  human 
rights organisations striving to 
eradicate manual scavenging. The 
Abhiyan was launched in Dewas 
district, Madhya Pradesh in 2001 
and works to conscientise against 
all forms of  caste oppression and 
discrimination. 

Jan Sahas  (http://www.jansa-
hasindia.org)/ coordinates the 
Campaign – Garima Abhiyan. 
Garima Abhiyan. This Campaign 
works in 57 districts of  6 states 
of  India. It is a group of  NGOS 
and has been a very effective 
in the advocacy against manual 
scavenging at the local, state and 
national level. Through its studies 
it has drawn attention to places 
where manual scavenging still ex-
ists, such as the Indian Railways. 
It is working with the Govern-
ment to amend the current legis-
lation to end manual scavenging.   

Money that is sanctioned for 
their rehabilitation almost always 
benefits families whose members 
never manually handled human 
waste or the ‘creamy layer’ among 
the dalits. They did not know that 
there were scholarships to the 
children of  those engaged in ‘un-

clean’ occupations. The scheme, 
started by the government in 
1977-78, includes scavengers, 
sweepers, tanners, flayers and 
manhole or open drain cleaners 
as target groups for assistance.      

The Self-Employment Scheme 
for Rehabilitation of  Manual 
Scavengers 2007, with provi-
sions for training and loans, is the 
principal scheme for the reha-
bilitation of  ‘manual scavengers’ 
to alternative jobs. The new Bill 
on manual scavenging pending 
in Parliament, retains the above 
provisions and makes three new 
additions -– a photo identity 
card, residential plot, ready house 
or financial assistance for con-
struction (subject to eligibility), 
and livelihood skills-training for 
one member of  the family.

In addition to these specific 
schemes, ‘manual scavengers’ 
can also invoke several welfare 
measures under the Scheduled 
Caste Sub Plan (SCSP) 1979, 
Special Central Assistance (SCA) 
for below-the-poverty-line (BPL) 
scheduled caste families, Sched-
uled Castes Development Corpo-
rations in the states and reser-
vations for scheduled castes in 
government jobs and educational 
institutions. Low literacy levels 
among the ‘manual scavengers’ 
and absence of  legal assistance 
translate to lack of  information 
and awareness about government 
schemes for the community and 
for scheduled castes in general.

Away from the politics of  
money, what if  we rethought 
rehabilitation as a demand for re-
spect, freedom from deep-seated 
caste condemnation. The psy-
chological and social liberation 
for those employed as ‘manual 
scavengers’ has to start with us, 
in our everyday conversations.
 Agrima Bhasin

Researcher
Centre for Equity Studies

Away from the politics 
of money, what if we 
rethought rehabilita-
tion as a demand for 

respect, freedom from 
deep-seated caste con-

demnation. 
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canon counsel

Q: I was surprised to hear that 
the recent resignation of  Pope 

was something that happened for the 
first time in 600 years in the Catholic 
Church. In the same way, the election 
of  a new Pope appears to be a curious 
and unique affair, especially announc-
ing the results with `white smoke` from 
a special chimney in the Vatican! How 
does the election take place? Can a 
Catholic lay man be elected as Pope?

A:The announcement of  
Pope Benedict XVI, at 8 

p.m. on February 28, 2013 that 
he would renounce his role as the 
Pope, was received as a shock-
ing surprise by everyone, though 
such a provision has already been 
given in the Code of  Canon 
Law, CIC, in canon 333, para. 2 
(Oriental Code or CCEO in can. 
44, 2). People have now come 
to accept the decision, since 
the Pope himself  explained the 
reason of  his physical condition 
for such a move. According to 
him it is done for the good of  
the Church. In fact with this bold 
action, Pope Benedict created a 
new history and a fresh culture 
of  leadership. 

When a Pope resigns, obviously 
he loses the power and author-
ity as the successor of  Peter and 
Supreme Head of  the Church, 
and the See becomes vacant. If  
he is above 80, as it is the case 
of  Benedict XVI, he will not be 
eligible to vote his successor. Fol-
lowing an age-old tradition, his 
official ring and the seal are de-
stroyed. The governance of  the 
Catholic Church is carried out by 
the provisions given in a docu-
ment called `Pastor Bonus’, pro-
mulgated by Pope John Paul II 
in 1988.  The managerial respon-
sibility of  the Church is vested 
on the College of  Cardinals. No 
major administrative innovations 
take place during this period. 
The court of  the Church, Roman 
Rota, and the Supreme court of  
the Catholic Church Signatura 

Apostolica, continue to function 
according to the particular laws 
of  each department.

For the election of  a new Pope 
there are clear rules and system-
atic procedures. It is interesting 
to note that all the Popes of  the 
recent history, Pius X, Pius XI, 
Pius XII, John XXIII, Paul VI 
and John Paul II have revised 
these rules to make them more 
perfect and lucid. Even Pope 

Benedict XVI, before he laid 
down his office, promulgated few 
more provisions on February 22, 
2013, including the possibility to 
anticipate the start of  the Con-
clave or the gathering of  the Car-
dinal electors, if  it is assured that 
all those legitimately not impeded 
are in attendance. Presently the 
rules laid out by Pope John Paul 
II on February 22, 1996, entitled 
`Universi Dominici Gregis’ (the 
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Shepherd of  the Lord’s whole 
Flock - UDG) guide the papal 
election procedures. 

To elect the successor of  Pope 
Benedict XVI, there are 115 
Cardinals from around the world, 
including 5 Cardinals from India. 
They represent 1.2 billion Catho-
lics globally. Though it is exclu-
sively the right of  the conclave 
of  Cardinals to elect the Roman 
Pontiff  (UDG 33), the entire 
Catholic community participates 
in it through their ardent prayer 
and supplication. 

The Cardinal electors are 
lodged at Domus Sanctae 
Marthae within the Vatican City. 
They are in a spirit of  prayer and 
reflection, totally secluded from 
the media reach, audiovisual 
recording, transmission and other 
contacts. After the preparatory 
liturgical celebrations and medita-
tions, they come together at the 
Sistine Chapel of  the Apostolic 
Palace, and they, placing their 
hands on the Holy Gospels, 
solemnly promise and pledge 
to maintain rigorous secrecy 
with regard to all matters related 
to the election of  the Roman 
Pontiff, violation of  which incurs 
a latae sententiae or automatic 
excommunication. The Cardinal 
Dean or the Cardinal who has 
precedence by order and seniority 
oversees the procedures and re-
minds them about the grave duty 
vested on them and the need to 
act with right intention for the 
good of  the universal Church, 
having `God alone before their 
eyes’. 

To be elected pope one re-
quires a two-third majority (UDG 
62). In case they do not succeed 
in the election even after three 
days, voting is to be suspended 
for a maximum of  one day in 
order to allow a pause for prayer 
and spiritual exhortation (UDG 
74). The ballot papers are burnt 
before the electors leave the Sis-

tine chapel, leaving a black smoke 
in the chimney. On the 5th day, 
the elector cardinals come back 
and the process is repeated. If  
they fail to elect even on the 
7th day, a break for prayer and 
reflection is taken. They return 
to continue the election process 
till 11th day. In the event that the 
Cardinal electors find it to dif-
ficult to agree upon the person to 
be elected, after yet another day 
of  prayer and discernment, Pope 
John Paul II in Universi Domini-
ci Gregis, n.75 had proposed an 
absolute majority for a valid elec-
tion. But, in the document signed 
on February 22, 2013, Pope 
Benedict XVI reiterated that `for 
the valid election of  the Roman 
Pontiff  at least two thirds of  the 
votes are required, calculated on 
the basis of  the total number 
of  electors present and voting’. 
Thus the papal election makes 
itself  unique, giving priority to 
the voice of  conscience guided 
by God’s will and desire. 

When the canonical election 
is completed, the Cardinal Dean 
asks the consent of  the one 
elected, and the name that he 
wish to be called, which are duly 
documented. It is then the white 
smoke appears in the chimney 
as a sign of  joy and hope for the 

millions eagerly waiting outside 
the papal palace and across the 
globe. The one elected is led, 
first to the `chapel of  tears’ to 
vest as the Roman Pontiff, and 
then to the loggia overlooking St. 
Peter’s Square where it is joyfully 
announced, `Habemus Papam!’, 
`We have a Pope!’ Then, the new 
Pope imparts his first apostolic 
blessing. 

Canonically any Roman Catho-
lic male, who has reached the age 
of  maturity, and professing the 
true faith, is eligible for election 
as Pope. But only cardinals have 
been selected since 1378. Alfons 
Stickler, a noted canonist writes: 
“Not until 882 A.D. was a bishop 
elected as Pope. They were either 
a priest or a deacon. Gregory 
the Great was elected as Pope 
in February of  590, but was not 
ordained a bishop until Septem-
ber 3rd of  the year. Gregory VII 
elected as Pope on 22 April 1073, 
ordained priest on 22 May, and 
consecrated bishop on 30 June 
of  the same year. Innocent III 
was elected Pope on 8 January 
1198, was ordained on 21st of  
the same month and was conse-
crated on 22nd February. On 11 
July 1276, Hadrian V was elected 
while a deacon, but died on 18th 
August of  the same year. He 
was not ordained priest nor as a 
bishop.” (Stickler, `De Potesta-
tis Sacrae Natura et Origine’ in 
Periodica 71 (1982) 3). Anyway, 
let us hope and pray that we get 
a worthy person as the new Pope 
who can lead the Church accord-
ing to the signs of  the times, and 
inspire the entire humanity truly 
basing on the values of  justice, 
love and compassion of  Christ.
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By turns sweet, sad, funny and poignant, “We 
Have a Pope” is the story of  a man who 

doesn’t want to be the pope --God’s representative 
on Earth. 

The movie opens with a conclave of  cardinals 
in the Sistine Chapel in order to select the head of  
the Roman Catholic Church. Nanni Moretti’s cam-
era studies the faces of  these old men. They are 
white, black, Asian, wrinkled, spotty, apprehensive. 
We are made to read their minds -- “Not me, oh, 
Lord! Don’t choose me! I am not worthy!” 

Several ballots are taken. We learn the faces and 
names of  the leading candidates. There seems to 
be a stalemate. Finally, a crucial vote is taken, and 
by some holy alchemy, the cardinals all seem to 
be settled on the same man. “Melville … Melville 
… Melville,” we hear and the camera focuses on 
an old and frightened man. There are elements 
of  comedy here, and some low key slapstick, but 
the film is respectful to Catholic Church and the 
papacy and takes no cheap shots  Melville soon 
changes to civialn suite and wanders anonymously  
through the streets of  Rome meeting all sorts of  
people, enjoying simple every day pleasures he 
hasn’t experienced for years.

At one point, he falls in with members of  a 
theatre company putting on a production of  
Chekhov’s “The Seagull.” It makes him yearn 
for younger days and theatrical ambitions. “The 
Seagull” also presents a notion of  the self, which is 
also an idea that looms large in “We Have a Pope.” 
The unanswerable question is: How does a leader 
hold on to his sense of  self  when the job he is 
about to take both demands and denies his own 
humanity?

Piccoli brings warm humanity to the scenes. The 
cardinals are shown playing cards games and even 
a volleyball tournament. It’s possible they haven’t 
had so much fun in years! Meanwhile a Psycholo-
gist is brought in to counsel the timid new pope! 

Actual footage from Pope John Paul II’s funeral, 
of  the crowd at St. Peter’s Square and the cardinals 
getting into the conclave are impressive with the 
Cinecittà-recreated sets of  the Sistine Chapel and 
‘Sala Regia hall’ of  the Apostolic Palace. The other 
Vatican locales are shot at the Palazzo Farnese and 
Villa Medici. A Swiss Guard swearing-in ceremony 
in the Vatican Gardens is also thrown in. Inciden-
tally, the ‘white smoke’ is never seen! 

The question Moretti gets at something deeper. 
He’s interested not in “Where is the pope?” or 
even “Who is the pope?” but “What is a pope?”

 “Everyone disappeared,” Melville says, com-

plaining of  the aftermath of  his election. He means 
that he suddenly can’t remember anybody he used 
to know. Being pope, his comment suggests, makes 
you lose a bit of  what makes you who you are. It’s 
a position of  power that erases the self, when what 
the church needs is a leader who’s more - not less - 
in touch with his humanity.

The movie is a profound humane exploration of  
doubt, fear, weakness, inadequacy, anxiety, isolation, 
self-identity and integrity. It ultimately invites us to 
realize the role of  papacy in an increasingly chal-
lenging world. It is more so, for the ‘Vicar of  Christ’ 
when the job demands and denies so much of  his 
own self, allowing him no private space, even while 
continuously hounding him for varied reasons.

Director: Nanni Moretti , Screenplay: Nanni  
Moretti, Francesco Piccolo, Federica Pontremoli
Cast: Michel Piccoli, Nanni Moretti
Year of  release: 2011, Duration: 105 mints

Chris Valentino, 
Doctoral Research
Philosophy & Media
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Subhash Anand’s book 
is therefore timely and 
welcome, no matter what 
happens in Rome. It is, 
he says, based on a care-
ful analysis of  the relevant 
texts from the New Testa-
ment and examines what 
the early Fathers of  the 
Church had to say on the 
topics he discussed. He has 
also examined the docu-
ments of  the early Church 

councils, regional and general. 
The book has four chapters: 1.What makes a 

council ecumenical, capable of  teaching a doctrine 
in a definitive way? 2. An evaluation of  Vatican I: 
was it really a credible gathering 3. Does the NT 
and early tradition really give Peter jurisdictional 
supremacy? 4. Does the NT and early traditional 
support the doctrine of  papal infallibility? Well, 
I do remember that the last man to touch on the 
doctrine of  papal infallibility (the Jesuit Ber-
mejo, also from JDV) in 1987 was silenced by the 
Church. “I very much wish that many lay people 
study theology. We need them not only to pray and 
pay, but also to have their say,” says Subhash. 

Contact: 08875128228
INR: Rs-400 

Development is 
traditionally under-
stood as increasing 
wealth for a higher 
standard of  living 
through indus-
trial progress and 
modern technology.  
It relies heavily on 
capital investment 
and advanced tech-
nology to harness 
the existing natural 
and human resourc-
es. Land is basic to 
these projects and 
through compulsory 
acquisition, people 

are denied of  their traditional habitat and suste-
nance.  Development induced displacement in As-
sam during 1947-2000. Here is a book by Walter 
Fernandes S.J, and Gita Bharali with proposals for 
another model of  development.  The book carries 
their insights developed during their long years of  
experience with Tribals and their developmental 
issues.  

Contact: 0361-2602819 2012
Email: nesrcghy@gmail.com                                                                                                     

INR: Rs-400

 Uprooted for whose Benefit?
Authors: Walter Fernandes S.J/Geeta Bharali 

May They All Be One
Towards an Ecumenical Theology of the Church

Sacred Destinations is an ecumenical guide 
to more than 1,250 sacred sites, holy places, 

pilgrimage destinations, religious architecture and 
sacred art in over 60 countries around the world.

In addition to richly illustrated articles, there are 
photo galleries containing over 24,000 high-quality 
images plus detailed maps and lots of  practical 
travel information.

http://www.sacred-destinations.com
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Context and Theme
The Jews engage in a series of  hot arguments 

with Jesus in Jerusalem (7:1-8:59). Today’s gospel 
event unfolds immediately after the second 
squabble. The leaders of  the Jews ask Jesus how 
they should handle the woman caught in adultery. 
Jesus’ response to the complicated situation – to 
the complaining men and the woman caught by 
them is totally unique and significant.

Message 
1. Moses’ law enforces death for adultery (8:5). 

But Jesus would have the man who has no sin 
to throw the first stone (8:7). The difference 
between the two choices lies in the attitude of  
each - the focus that each gives. When the Jews 
demand stoning the woman caught in adultery, 
their focus is the other’s sin. When Jesus invites 
the sinless to cast the first stone He focuses on 
one’s own sin. You must recognize that the sins 
and failures of  others are occasions to help you 
remember your own sinfulness. If  you can do 
that your salvation is nigh. 

2. Jesus raises the sinful woman to the level 
of  the Jewish lawmakers by His statement, “Let 
those who among you who have no sin, throw the 
first stone”. When it comes to sin all are equal. By 
saying, “I too do not condemn you”, Jesus is rais-
ing her to His own level. Your speech and action 
must be so qualified that it can lift the other to 
dignity and self  worth. Your presence must help 
the other grow in self  esteem and ego strength.  

3. The gospel depicts two different approaches 
towards the woman – to stone the woman to 
death or avoid judgment over her. The first will 
finish her off  while the second leads her to salva-
tion. If  you want to save your dear ones stop 
judging them. 

Context  
Ever since chapter 9: 51, Luke has traced the 

steps of  Jesus as He set His face to go to Jerusa-
lem. He leaves Galilee, passes through the land of  
the Samaritans and comes down to Jericho. From 
here He begins the final leg of  His journey. Luke 
is taking us to the final part of  Jesus’ public min-

MArch 17: 5th Sun-
dAy of lEnt
John 8:1-11

MArch 24: pAlM SundAy
lk 19: 28-44

istry. It begins with Jesus’ triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem, the events within the temple and Jesus’ 
arguments with the Jews. 

Message
1.  “The Master has need of  them,” is Jesus’ com-

ment about the ass and the colt (19:31, 34). Now 
ass is a laughing stock among animals. But in his 
gospel it is blessed to be chosen as the King bearer, 
Christ bearer. However small and insignificant you 
think you are, Jesus has need of  you. When you 
realize this great truth, even your littleness, insignif-
icance can become a medium for God’s presence. 

2. Jesus is angry to see the temple being convert-
ed into a market place (Lk 19:45). “My house shall 
be called a house of  prayer,” he says (19:46). In 
other words, Jesus does not want his house be con-
verted into a market – place for buying and selling. 
Home and market fulfill opposite purposes. Market 
focuses on money and profit. But home is a place 
of  generous self-giving, without counting the cost. 
So a temple must be free of  trade and profit mak-
ing. Instead, it should glory in the richness of  self  
sacrifice Who is holding the reign of  your life? Are 
you ruled by the desire for profit or by the earnest-
ness to lose everything for your loved ones?

From Death 
to Life
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Context 
Good Friday invites us to focus our attention, 

our prayer and our meditation on the sufferings 
and death of  Jesus. The uniqueness of  Jesus’ 
death is that his blood was spilt ‘for the salvation 

Context  
The second part of  John’s gospel, known as the 

Book of  Glory (13:1-20:3) narrates the passion, 
crucifixion and death of  Jesus. This narration starts 
with the depiction of  the Last supper (13:1-38). 
The theme of  today’s gospel reading is that of  Je-
sus washing the feet of  His disciples (13:1-11) and  
His explanation of  this symbolic act (13: 12-15).

Message
1. Jesus tells Peter “You do not understand what 

I am doing now. But you will understand it later” 
(13:7). You hardly realize the significance of  what 
God is accomplishing in your life at the moment. 
But you will gradually come to understand them. 
So do not place obstacles on God’s ways in your 
life. The goodness and beauty of  the present will 
be revealed only in the future. As for you, it is only 
the present that you are conscious of,  whereas 
your past, your present, and your future are always 
present before God.  

2. “Jesus loved those who were His own to the 
very end”, says the evangelist (13:1). Jesus would go 
to any extreme for the sake of  love and of  those 
He loves. In your life too, you must have such deep 
relationships that make you sacrifice for your loved 
ones without counting the cost. Such ardent relat-
edness of  love gives meaning and beauty to your 
life.  The blessing of  your life is to have friends 
who can go with you to the very end. 

3.  See what Jesus tells Peter when he refuses to 
let Jesus wash his legs. “If  you do not let me wash 
your feet, you will have no part in me” (13: 8). So, 
Peter is to become a partner with Jesus through the 
washing of  feet. You too become part of  another’s 
love and life when you are ready to wash his/her 
feet. Deep friendships are born when you remove 
your outer garments – your cover ups, pretensions 
-and bent down to the feet of  the other. The wis-
dom behind such bending of  self  can make your 
life beautiful. 

MArch 21: MAundy 
thurSdAy
Jn 13:1-15

MArch 22: Good fridAy
Jn 18: 1-19; 42

of  many’ (Mk 14:24). He sacrificed His life as a 
ransom for the liberation of  all (Mk 10:45).

Message
1. Two significant events mark the moment of  

Jesus’ crucifixion, i.e. the temple veil splits in two, 
and the centurion shouts out that Jesus is the Son 
of  God (Mk 15:37-39). The tearing of  the temple 
veil implies the unfolding of  some great revela-
tions. And that great revelation comes through the 
announcement of  the centurion – this man, the 
crucified Jesus is truly the Son of  God (15:39). 
That is, the one who gives and gives to the extent 
of  giving even his life for the other is the son of  
God. The crucifixion of  Jesus unveils to you the 
simple and unique way to become a child of  God-
keep on giving like Jesus until death, offer your life 
for others. 

2.  There were two criminals crucified on both 
the sides of  Jesus. All the three hanging there have 
received the same punishment. Even then one of  
them keeps cursing Jesus (Lk 23:39). The other on 
the contrary, acknowledges the goodness of  Jesus 
and bows his head before Him (Lk. 23:40-42). 
In the process he is gifted with salvation. Suffer-
ings and pain are part of  every one’s life. What 
is important is the manner you approach them. 
Remember in your sufferings that you are close to 
the crucified Jesus. When you suffer together with 
Him you also will receive God’s salvation.  

3. The last words of  Jesus are directed towards 
his mother and his disciples (Jn. 19:26-27); and 
that is but natural. But what renders His words 
and actions a quality beyond the natural is its 
content - He entrust His disciple to His mother, 
and the mother to the disciple. Even amidst the 
excruciating pain, Jesus is preoccupied with the 
suffering of  His dear ones. If  you are so preoc-
cupied with your own wounds, you will never be 
able to reach out to the other and understand their 
pain. Instead, if  you strive to wipe the tears of  
others, your own sufferings will ebb out and your 
salvation will break forth.   

MArch 31 -EAStEr SundAy
Jn 20: 1-9

Context and Theme
Today’s resurrection narrative is taken from 

John’s Gospel. His intention in retelling the resur-
rection stories is not so much to provide proof  
for the great event. He is more interested to tell 
us the how the first disciples gradually grew in 

 Continued on P-35
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FInal cut

John Dayal
Senior Journalist, Hu-
man Rights Activist,          
Member of  National 
Integration Council  
Delhi

At a time the Union gov-
ernment admitted that it 

had spent Rs 1,200 crores on the 
once-in-12-years Kumbh Mela 
in Allahabad, Finance Minister 
P Chidambaram’s budget for 
2013-14 left the Christian and 
Muslim communities compet-
ing for crumbs. The Christian 
community has been left with a 
bitter after taste that many of  the 
government’s so called pro-mi-
nority schemes benefit only the 
Muslims, a favoured vote bank 
according to some. 

This is specially so in the 
matter of  the programmes in mi-
nority-dominated districts. They 
entirely neglect many concentra-
tions of  Christians in coastal and 
south Indian states – and Punjab 
in the North.  In these states 
many administrative blocks have 
large concentrations of  Chris-
tians, particularly Catholics.  

Even the much wanted special 
sub-plans, which cover the Dalits, 
do not include Christians. This 
is so because the law does not 
recognize Dalit Christians, but 
favours only Hindu, Buddhists 
and Sikh Dalits. In the prepara-
tion of  the 12th Five Year Plan, 
which becomes operational this 
year, Christians had forcefully 
sought specific mechanisms to 
ensure that funds meant for them 
actually devolved to the needy 
persons and areas in a transpar-
ent manner. 

Government data shows that 
a large component of  budget al-
locations for religious minorities 
in the past has remained unspent. 
The community needs assurance 
that it will get its share of  fund-
ing on a pro rata basis, especially 
in area development schemes and 
scholarships.

The finance minister has al-
located Rs. 3,511 crore to the 
Ministry of  Minority Affairs, a 
notional increase of  12% over 
that of  last year. This increase 

merely compensates for the rate 
of  inflation. The government 
has also allocated Rs 160 crores 
to the Rs 750 crore corpus of  
the Maulana Azad Education 
Foundation, the main vehicle to 
implement education schemes 
and channelise funds to non-
government organisations for the 
minorities. But this alone does 
not increase direct support to 
disadvantaged children desirous 
of  education.

In actual terms, only the pre-
matric scholarship sees a real 
increase from Rs 540 crores to 
Rs 810 crores. The post matric 
scholarship sees only a small 
increase from Rs 405 to Rs 450 
crore. Both schemes need much 
more resources, apart from fund-
ing to make them known to small 
towns and village populations. 

The Christian community is the 
least benefited by the Multi Sec-
torial Development Programme 
in selected minority Districts, 
a scheme that benefits mostly 
Muslims who are concentrated 
in about 100 of  the 600 districts 
in the country. And even this has 

been reduced sharply from the 
Rs 1,077.60 crore in 2012 to Rs 
887 crore in the 2013-2014. 

This scheme will benefit the 
Christian community only when 
it is sharply focused on the popu-
lation figure for minorities at the 
block level to touch the fisher-
men in coastal areas, and mar-
ginalised farmers in states such 
as Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and 
Punjab, apart from areas in other 
States.

Possibly the only segment 
of  Mr. Chidambaram’s gender 
budget that can be welcomed 
wholeheartedly is the funding 
of  Rs. 97,134 crore for women 
and a child budget of  Rs. 77,236 
crores. Our own experience tells 
the plight of  women and children 
in all aspects of  life, in   states 
like Orissa and Madhya Pradesh.

CHRISTIANS 
COMPETE FOR 

CRUMBS 
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Visvadeep
Institute of Youth Ministry and Faith Education
Kristu Jyoti College, Bangalore
Aggregated to the Pontifical Salesian University, Rome
Admissions Open for 2013-2014
Summer Courses 2013 – Year of Faith Special

April 29 – May 25, 2013

Our summer programme consists of four week-long courses:
a) Year of Faith Special: April 29 - May  04, 2013
 (This program aims at rediscovering the person of Jesus on whom our faith is based and communicating him with renewed 
joy and enthusiasm to all especially to believers of other religions. Journey into the Gospels to meet Jesus, Evangelization 
and New Evangelization, Catechesis, Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue are some of the topics we will deal with).
b) Orientation for Catholic Teachers (lay and religious, priests): May 06 – May 11, 2013
(Educative spirituality; Media education, Value education, Faith education; Identity of a Catholic School; Latest trends in 
Educational psychology; Educational movies...).  
c) Skills in Youth Ministry: May 13 – May 18, 2013
(Youth minister, Group building and team work skills, Decision making, Problem solving, Creativity skills, Planning skills, Con-
flict management skills, Counselling skills, Spiritual skills, Communication skills, Leisure time activities).   
d) Psycho-emotional Healing: May 20 – May 25, 2013
(This programme aims at healing negative emotions, negative thoughts, and dysfunctional behaviours caused due to pain-
ful events of life from childhood up to the present. Through an innovative and simple process, each participant is individu-
ally helped to arrive at greater integration and wholeness).   (limited seats) 

Formation of Faith Educators and Youth Ministers:  equipping one to respond to the challenges posed 
by the pluralistic context of India
Duration: From June 07, 2013 to March 19, 2014
The Target Group: Priests and Religious
The course is meant for those who work or would like to work in educational institutions, parish and mission settings, reli-
gious communities, family settings, youth animation centres, pastoral centres, and anyone who would like to equip himself/
herself with scientific knowledge and professional skills in faith formation and youth ministry. The programme also accom-
modates the demands especially of the religious sisters under formation.
The Structure of this course includes 3 phases:
Phase I- Basic Theology for Faith Formators June  07, 2013 - August 30, 2013
Introduction to the OT and NT, Synoptic Gospels, Gospel of John, Letters of St. Paul, Introduction to Theological Reflection, 
Faith & Revelation, Christology, Trinity, Mariology, Ecclesiology, Sacraments in General, Theology of the Eucharist, Theologi-
cal Anthropology, Fundamental Moral Theology, Moral Issues, Church Documents, Canon Law.

Phase II- Faith Formation and Youth Ministry September  02, 2013 – February 17, 2014
Fundamentals of Faith Formation, Fundamentals of Youth Ministry, Theology of the Word, Fundamental Pastoral Theology, 
Eucharist and Faith Formation, Analysis of Youth Situation, Methodology of Scientific Research, Skills in Youth Ministry, 
Education to Love, Formation of Conscience, Value Education, Ministry towards the Young at Risk, Initiatory Faith Forma-
tion, Youth Catechesis, Faith Formation  in Schools, Faith Ministry to Adults, Preventive System of Education, Youth Counsel-
ling, Catechetical Lesson Plan, Faith Formation in the Family, Responding to the Challenges of Religious Pluralism in India, 
Spiritual Direction of Youth, Liturgy and Faith Formation, Educational Psychology, Challenges to Life and Ecology, Youth 
Spirituality, Photo Language and Group Dynamics, Popular Piety and Faith Formation, Ministry of Vocational Guidance, Faith 
Formation  in the Parish Context, Challenges of Globalization to Faith Education and Youth Ministry.

Phase III- Audiovisuals in Pastoral Ministry  February 19, 2014 - March 19, 2014
Basics of Communication, Media Education, Workshops on Street Theatre, Sound Recording, Radio Programmes, Digital 
Photography (theory and practice), Digital Videography (theory and practice), Use of the Internet, Use of PowerPoint Presen-
tation for Classes, Seminars, Prayers, Meditation, etc.

All correspondence to be addressed to:
The Director
Visvadeep, Kristu Jyoti College
Bosco Nagar, K.R.Puram
Bangalore – 560 036, India

Tel: (080) 28474138, 28474245, 25915076 (Reception)
25618030, 09448815694 (Director)
9739571290 (Vice Rector)
25615348 (Administrator)                  
E-mail : tcgsdb@yahoo.com (Director)        
visvadeepsdb@gmail.com (Office)

Download application form from www.kjc.org.in
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Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram offers the following programmes:

Faculty of Philosophy: 
Doctorate in Philosophy (2-5 years) 
Licentiate in Philosophy (2 years)
MPhil in Philosophy (1 year)
Master of Philosophy (2 years)
Bachelor of Philosophy (BPh-cum-BA; 3 years)
Diploma in Philosophy (2 years)
Certificate in Philosophy (1 year)

Institute of Oriental Canon Law: 
Licentiate in Oriental Canon Law (3 years)
Diploma in Oriental Canon Law
Certificate Course in Oriental Canon Law.

Faculty of Theology: 
Doctorate in Theology (2-5 years)
MA in Theology (3 years)
Bachelor of Theology (3 years)
Bachelor of Religious Sciences (3 years)
Diploma in Theology (1 year)
Pastoral Management Course
Diploma in Formative Spirituality and Counselling (1 year)
Licentiate in Theology: with specializations in Biblical Theology, Systematic Theology, Moral Theol-
ogy, Eastern Christian Studies, and Missiology Formative Spirituality and Counselling (2 years) 
MA in Formative Spirituality and Counselling (2 years)

Vinayasadhana Institute of Formative Spirituality and Counselling: 
Licentiate in Formative Spirituality and Counselling
MA in Formative Spirituality and Counselling (2 years)
Diploma in Formative Spirituality and Counselling (1 year).

Dharmaram Academy for Distance Education (DADE): 
PG Diploma in Philosophy,PG Diploma in Theology, PG Diploma in Biblical Studies, PG Diploma in 
Counselling Psychology, PG Diploma in Spiritual Theology, PG Diploma in Eastern and Indian Chris-
tian Spirituality, PG Diploma in Formative Spirituality, PG Diploma in Spiritual Theology, PG Diploma 
in Counselling Psychology, and PG Diploma in Chavara Studies

For Application form and details, please contact:
you may write to: registrar@dvk.in or call 080-41116302; 41116333
or visit www.dvk.in

Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram (DVK)
Bangalore 560029 India

Pontifical Athenaeum of Theology, 
Philosophy and Canon Law


